
RESOLUTTO\ NO. 2023,12-187
S'TATE OT GEORCIA
FUI,TON COUNTY

A RESOI,UTION APPROVING AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGRET]MENT BETWEEN THE
CITY OF SANDY SPRINCS AND FUI,TON COLNTY FOR TIIf, PROVISION OF ANIMAI-

CON'I'ROL SERVICES

WHEREAS, the City of Sandy Springs (the "City") has determined it is necessary, from time to time, to
establish policies, procedures, and guidelines consistent with the U.S. Constitution, Federal Statutes,

Georgia's State Constitution, and the Charter for the City for the administration ofa municipal govemment;

and

WHEREAS, the Parties to this Intergovemmental Agreement ("lGA") are governrnental units, Iocated

within Fulton County, Georgia (the "County"), and authorized by law to enter into intergovernmental

agreements, such as this, and have previously executed an IGA for the County to provide animal control
services to the City, by way ofan animal control vendor; and

WIIEREAS, the City recognizes the need to control rabies, investigate animal cruelty complaints and animal
bites, operate an animal shelter and remove live or dead animals from within the corporate limits of the City;
and

WHf,REAS, by this IGA, the County will provide the City with (i) the issuance of citations for violations
such as rabies vaccinations and Animal Control Ordinances; ( ii) pet adoptions and reclaims; (iii) foster home

programs and pet rescue group coordination; and

WIIEREAS, the City and the County desire to enter into the attached IGA for the County to respond to

citizens' requests for animal control services within the corporate limits of the City.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOI-VED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF'tHE CITY
OF SANDY SPRINGS, GEORGIA, THA'T:

l. The attached Intergovernrnental Agreement between the City of Sandy Springs and Fulton County

lor Animal Control Services is hereby approved; and

2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute the IGA pending any minor changes by the City Attomey

and approval of the Chief Financial Director; and

3. The City Attomey is hereby authorized to take such actions as may be deemed necessary or prudent

to effectuate the intent ofthis Resolution prior to execution ofby the Mayor'

SO RESOLVED, this l gih day of December 2023

Approved:

Attest: Paul, Mayor

GonzilRaquel

(SEAL)

EZ, ity



INTERGO\'ER\}IENT.{L AGREf \IE\T FOR THE PRO\'ISION OF.\\N[TL
(.O\TROL SERVICES BET\\'EE\ FT'LTO\ ('OI-\TT-. G[ORGI^{.\\D CITY

OF S.\\D\' SPRI\GS GEORGI.{

THIS D{TERGO\T,R\\IE\T.{L.{GRIE}IE)iT (".{greement") is made and entered
this _ da1'of _. l0l-1. b-"'' and betu'een the Cit)' of Sandy Springs.
Georgia ("Citl'"). a municipal corporation. and Fulton Countl'. Georgia ("('ountt-"). a

constitutlonall)' created political subdivision of the State of Georsia. herein atier
collectivel-v rel'ened to as the "Partles".

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Georgia Constirution. Article IX. Section II. Paragraph I.
counties and cities are prohibited tiour exercising -eovemmental authorit_v u'ithil each
other's boundanes except b.v Intergovernmental Agreement: and

11'HER-8.{S, there is a need to control rabies. investigate animal cruelry complarnts. and
investigate animal bites. operate an animal shelter and remove live or dead anirnals from
s ithin the corporate li-rnits of the Citl : and

\IIIERIAS, the mission of Fulton County Animal Serv'ices is to provide a humane
envirorunent for Fulton Counry's horneless pets rvhile enlbrcing the animal control lan's of
Fulton Counry. Georgia in a marner that reflects qualit-v and professional.ism: and

\l'HEREAS, in pannership ',r'ith the Fulton Count] Ammal Sen-ices contraclor. additional
senices are provided such as veterinarl'care lbr animals including spay'neuters. pet

adoptions. pet reclainrs. r'olunteer programs. tbster home programs. rescue group
e'oordi-nation and other lit'e-saving programs on a ts entv-tbur hour per da_"- basis: and

II-IIERIAS. Fulton Countl' Animal Control Olllcers (ACOs) are authorized to issue
citations for violations of the Rabies and Animal Control Ordinances includitrg. but not
lirnited to. Leash Larv. Tethering violations. Cruellv to Animals. Special Pemrits. Animal
License. Animal Bites. Dangerous or \rrcious Animals. Nuisance. Abandorunent. Rabies
Violations. Running at Large. Comnercial Guard and Security Dogs. Aninrals as Prizes
and Cruelty to Elephants: and

IIIIERI-{S, the Counr}* and the Cilv desire to enter into an lntergovemmental Agreement
for the County to respond to citizens' requests for animal control sen'ices rvithin the
corporate lirnits of the City: and

\IIIEREAS, the Cir."- and the Countv entered into an lntergovemltental Agreement on or
about July l. 2014 as Fulton County Board of Commissioners Agenda Item rl+-06-ll
l"Original Agreement") and pursuant to authority of the Cir-"* for the purpose of authorizing
Fulton Counf_v- to provide animal control senices to the Ciry-. b1- s.a-v of a contract *'ith an
animal control sen-ices vendor: and



\\'HEREAS the term of the Curent Agreement is set to expire on December 31". 102-1.

and the County and Citv desire to enter into a new lntergovemfiental Agreement to
rDaintain the same level of sen'ices for Five ( 5 ) -r-ear period cotluDencr.ng Januar-v" I . 202.1

and the nerv terms (Articles) and conditions set tbrth herein: and

:,iO11' THERIFORE, the City and the Count-v. tbr good and valuable consideration. the
receipt and sufficiency ofrvhich is hereb;- ackno*ledged. do hereby agree as tbllorvs:

.{RTI('LE I
PT-RPOSE.{\D I\TE\T

The purpose of this Agreement is to provide the vital and necessary animal control sen'ices
functions for the Countv's homeless pets rvhile enforcing the animal control lau's of Fulton
County. Georgia in a manner that reflects qualit-v and professionalism. The Parties agree
t.hat:

I,I The Counr,v agrees to provide animal control sen'ices though a contract \vith atr

animal control sen'ices vendor rvithin the corporate limits of the Ciry. The purpose
of such sen'ice shall be to enforce the Georgia An.imal Contol Act. all Couury'
ordinances aftendant thereto. and all ordrnances of the CiN related to animal coutrol
sen'ices.

I.-1 The C'oun5'a€[ees to provide rabies control. investigate crueltv complaints and
auirnal bites. operate art animal shelter and remove live or dead animals from rvithin
the corporale limits of the Cir]* upon request of the CiLv and in accordance u'ith the
approved cofiract rvilh the animal control sen'ices vendor.

l.+ The Counry- agrees to provide the City courteous. efficient- and accessible Animal
Control Sen'ices for emergencies. and non-emergencies for the term prescribed in
this Agreement. consistent rvith the overall quality of serv-ices provided throughout
the CourlN.

.{RTICLE 2

TER}I OF.{GREE\IE\T

The term ofthis Agreement ls for Trvelve ( l:) months from January l. 2024 at 0000 hours
through and concluditrg at 1.100 hours on December -11. l0l.l rvith Four (.{) automatic
renervals commencing on January I of each successive year. This Agreement shall
renninate at 2-100 hours on December -l 1. 2028.

At the conclusion of the last term (2-100 hours on December -11.20:8). the Citv rvill be
solely responsible tbr providing all animal control senices s'ithin Citv boundaries. unless
extended by murual agreement approved by both goveming bodies. An-v such change is
subject to consideration and approval of the County Board of Commissioners and the
governing bodv ofthe Citv.

The Cilv atrd Counry* do hereby agree that all the terms and conditions that are set out in

1

The County agrees to provide a response to requests for animal control senices
$'ithln the Cit]'in accordance rvith the time periods specitied rn the County's contract
rvith its approved animal control sen'ices vendor.



this A-sreement are material and enforceable during the entire agreed period of this
Agreement.

The parties agree that the City and the Count-v may. at any time. upon Sixty (60) da.vs'

notice. terminate this Agreement.

.{RTICLE 3
CO]IPEI{SATIO:\i .{ND CONSIDER{TION

The Counr_v has calculated the total proeram Annual Shared Costs as seen in Table I . The
payment amount for each iurisdiction rvill be based on its proportional montlrly calls for
sen'ice. The cost to the City rvill be based on classification and location ofcalls received
by the animal control sen'ices vendor during the month of service. Each Cir-r- rvill pay

their percentage use of the total cost to operate the serv'ice based on the call information.

The payment amount rvill be enforceable during the period of this agreement and all
payments rvill be due rvithin Sixw (60) days of the invoice date and should be sent to the
follorving address:

Fulton County Animal Services
Ann: Joseph Barasoain
130 Peachtree Street SW
Suite G- 157

Atlanra GA. 30-10-1

Failure to remit payment to Fulton Count-v withh Sixtv (60) days of the rnvoice date may
result in the suspension of sen'ices to the City until such time as the payment is received
or termination of the agreement.

For the Five (5) year Lntergovemmental A_qreemenl temr rvith the City. a veiu-over-vear
increase ln the total Annual Acrual Shared Costs rvill be applied to marntain program
sen'ices and w'ill keep pace with fie actual rate of inflation.

2024 Animal Services Contract Amount

Annual Maintenance and Operations Cost

Capital Repairs

Animal Cruelty lnvestigation and Prosecution Unit

Vehicle Replacement

Animal Services Administrator

Call Taking and Dispatch Services (2417/365)

2024 Annual Shared Costs

S

S

S

S

S

5

S

9,080,000

7,62s,840

500,000

287,O@

270,000

t77,OOO

164,000

12,103,840

Table 1 -Shelter and Field Operations Services

S



ARTIC'LE {
E\FOR('E\IE\T & SER\'I('E RESPO\SE

Animal Control Of'ficer(s) (ACOs) rvill assist citizens and other public satety agencies rvho
have requested help rvith domestic animal problems in a professional ruanner rvithin their
Area of Responsibility (AOR). ACO(s) shall respond to requests for sen'ices called in via
the public or municipal partners and after these prioritv responses are met, the ACO( s) rvill
patrol on a scheduled basis the area ofdesignated responsibiliry.

ACO(s) u'ill cite ammal oulers for violations of Fulton Counry Anrmal Control
Ordhances. participate in the prosecution of such citations. and inr-estigate and prepare
reports regarding serious code violations.

The ACO(s) n'ill impound stray dogs. and other animals that are subject to impoundment.
and. s'hen necessar]'. bring anirnals into the animal shelter under protective custody. All
impounded anirnals l'ill be held tbr a n nimum of Seven(7) da.vs unless reclaimed by their
orvner. transferred to rescue or adopted as provrded in the Fulton Counry* Animal Control
Ordinance. The Counry u'ill use all reasonable efforts to locate the our:er of each ammal
prior to any disposition.

ACO(s) rvill also entbrce the quarantine of animals that have bitten a person and enforce
the regulations goveming classified and or dangerous animals. and inspect premises rvhere

animals are kept for san-rtary conditions. ACO(s) rvill transfer an-v injured animals to the
animal shelter. a veterinarian or ensure that the orvner (if present) of the animal seeks

medical treatment s,hen necessary.

Animal Control Offrcers shall be dispatched so as to handle requests for sen'ice in a

timely manner. Response to sen'ice requests shall be in the following prioritv:
I ) Dog bites or animal attacks
2 ) Injured animals
3 ) Public Sal-ery emergency calls
4) Quarantineviolations
5 ) Cruelty to animals
6) Animals in custody
7) Loose ammals
8) Animal welfare checks

The average response time to requests for senice for prioriry l. I and -3 shall be Fortv-
Five (.15) minutes or less. "Response tirne" means that period of time betrveen receipt of a
sen'ice request by the selected vendor. and rvhen an Animal Control Ofllcer is dispatched
and arrir.es at the location ofthe sen'ice request after being dispatched.

The average response time ofall responses to prioriry-.1 and 5 calls rvill be no greater than
Four (-l) hours. The averase response time of all responses to prioritv 6. 7 and 8 calls n'ill
be no greater than TNenty-Four ( 2.1) hours.

At all times that there is not a regularly scheduled Anirual Control Oft-rcer on duty, there
shall be an on-call Animal Control Offrcer to respond to emergency prioriry 1.2 and -3

calls.
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Upon becorning as'are of a possible violation. through requests tbr sen'ice. personal
obsen'ation. analysis ofrecords and data. or other method. ACOs shall conduct a thorough
investigation. If after conducting a thorough investigation. the ACOs finds iust and
reasonable grounds to believe a violation rvas commifted. then the appropriate citation
andror Notice of Violation shall be issued. Citations and or Notices of Violation shall be
issued consistent rvith Animal Control Ordinances and other applicable larvs.

The ACOs s'ill complete the thorough inr-estigation of a possible violation rvithin Seven
( 7 ) calendar days. unless a specific exception is documented in s'ritrng. The documentation
shall state uh_"" the extension s'as needed and rrhen the inr-estigation *'as completed.

ARTI('LE 5

TR{.\SITIO\

ln the event of the temrination or expiration of this Agreement. the Countv and the Citv
shali cooperate in good taith in order to effectuate a smooth and hannonious transition
lrom Count.v to the Cir_v to maintain the same high qualiry of sen'ices provided b1' thrs
Agreement for the residents. bushesses. and visitors of the City.

The County and the Ciry agree that Ninery- ( 90 ) da-v-s prior to the expiration of this
Agreement. the Cit-v Administrator and Counry Manager (or his, her designee) will meet
and conl'er to ensure a smooth transition.

.\RTICLE 6
LI.{BILIT\'

The Ciry. as the requestor of said sen'ices. further agrees that the Ciry shall be responsible
tbr all costs and damages stenuning from all clairns. actions. dama-ses. liabilitv and
expenses tiom third-parties resultrng from actions of its employees. agents. and operators.
Nonvithstanding anlthing to the contrary contained in this Agreernent. the Cit)"s llabilit)'
under this Agreement shall not include an-v clairn ansing frorn the gross negligence or
willful misconduct of the Count-v or its employees. agents or operators. Nothing herein
shall be construed as a rvaiver ofthe Counry"s sovereign immunity or any governmental
inrmunity available to its oft-rcials. employees. or agents.

ARTI('LE 7

TER\I[\-.{TION .{\ D RE\IE DIES

The Cilv or the Counry- may tenninate tlis Agreement only for an event of det'ault.

If an event or del'ault occurs. in the detennination of the Cify. the City shall nodry the
Countv in writing: speciff the basis for the default and advise the Countv that the default
must be cued to the Cit_v's reasonable satist'action rvithin a SLrry ( 60) day period. The Ciry
may grant additional tirne to cure the detault. as the City may deem appropriate. rvithout
rvaiver of anv of the Ciry's rig:hts. so long as the Counry has conunenced curing the dethult
and is eft'ecruating a cure rvith diligence and continuiry* during the Sixtv (60) day period.
or any longer period rvhich the City prescribes.



If an event of default occurs. in the detennination of the Counry. the County rnay notit-v
the Cit_v in rvriting. speciS the basis for the delault and advise the Citv that the default
nrust be cued to the Counlv's reasonable satisfaction rvithin a Sixt_v (60) day period: except
that lbr events ofdetault related to the payment offees. the cure period is reduced to Thin-v
(-10) da)'s. The Counry'ma-v grant additional time to cure the detault. as the Counry- ma-y

deem appropriate. s'ithout s'aiver of an.v of the Count-l"s rigfits. so long as the Ciry has
contmenced curing the detault and is etfectuaturg a cure rvith diligence and continuir_v"

during the Sixlv (60) day period (-10 days for payments) or any longer period rvhich the
County prescribes.

In the event that either paqv breaches a material term or condition ofthis Agreement, other
than an event ofdetault. the parry in breach, upon receipt ofa rvritteo request from the non-
breaching parry. shall remed-v the breae'h rvithin Thirtv (,10) days of receipt of the request.
If the breach is not cured rvithin the specified time period. the non-breaching party ma],
utilize the remedies of declaratory judgment. specific performance. mandamus. or
injunctive relief to compel the breaching parry to remedy the breach.

The parties reserve all available remedies afforded by larv to enforce any term or condition
of this Agreement.

.{RTICLE 8

.{}IE}_D\IENTS

This Agreement may be modified at any tiure during the temr only by mutual rvritten
consent of both parties.

ARTI('LE 9
NOTICES

All required notices shall be given by first class mail. except that any notice of termiration
shall be mailed via U.S. Mail. retum receipt requested or by standard ovemight carrier rvith
tracking or signarure requted. Notices shall be addressed to the parties at the following
addresses:

Ifto the County:

Richard "Dick' Anderson. Counry Manager
l4l Pryor Street. SW, Suite 1000
Atlanta, Georgia .10-10-340.+-6 I 2 -8-3 -l 5

404-6 I l-0-150 ( facsimile )

\\'ith a copy to:
Y. Soo Jo. County Attomey
l4l Pryor Street. SW. Suite ,10-38

Atlanta. Georeia -10-10-l
.t0.1-6 r l-01.t6
-104-7-10-6-12.{ ( lbcsirmle )
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If to the Citr :

Eden E. Freeman. Ciry' I{anager Administrator
I Galambos Wa.v
Sandv Springs. GA 30-1:8
770-730-5600

Dan Lee. Cit]' Atrome)-
I Galambos wa)'
Sand,v Springs. GA -10-1lS
770-710-5600

{RTICLE IO

\O\- ASSIG\.{,BILITY

.{RTICLE II
ENTIRE.{GREE\IE\T

The parties acknorvledge. one to the other. that the terms of this Agreement constifute the
entire understanding and agreement of the parties regarding the subject matter of the
Apreement. Nonvithstanding an-lthing contained in this IGA. the obligation of the Counry'and
the Ciry to nrake payments provided under this IGA shall be subject to approval and the annual
appropriations of firnds thereof by the governing body of the Counry- and the Cit-v. and such
obligation shall not constitute a pledge oi the full lhith and credit of the Counlv or the Cilv
u ithin the meaning of any constirutional debt limitation.

ARTICLE I2
GO\'ER\I\G LA\\' .\\D \'E\T'E

This Agreement shall be govemed by the larvs of the State of Georgia. The obligations of
the Parties to this Agreement are perfonnable in Fulton Counry". Georgia and. iflegal action
is necessary to entbrce the same. the partles agree exclusive venue shall lie in Fulton
Counry. Georgia.

.{RTICL[ 13

Sf\.ER{BILITY

Ifa court olcourpetent iurisdiction renders an_v provision of this Agreement (or portion of
a provision) to be invalid or othenvise unenforceable. that provision or portion of the
provision rvill be severed and the renainder of this Agreement rvill continue in full tbrce
and etlects as if the invalid provision or portion of the provision were not part of this
Agreement.

.{RTICL[ I{
7

\\'ith a copv to:

Neither party shall assign any of the obligations or benefits ofthis Agreement.



BI\DI\G EFFE('T

This Agreement shall ilsure to the beneflt ot. and be bindin-s upon. the respectil e pafiies'
successors.

ARTI('LE I5
COT'\TERP.{RTS

This Agreement may be executed in several counterparts. each of rvlfch shall be an
original. and all of rvhich shall constirute but one and the same instmment.

This Agreement contains the entire agreement benveen the Parties. and no modification
shall be binding upon the Parties unless evidenced by a subsequent s'ritten aereement
signed by the Counr]* acting by and tlrougtr the Fulton County Board of Conunissioners.
and lhe Cit]'. signed bf its duly authorized otllcers acting b)'and tkough the Cit"v.

(SIG}-ATT'RIS O\ NE\T PAGE)
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N \\TTNESS \IIIEREOF. the parties have hereunto set their hands and affrred their seals
the day and year t-rst above rvritten.

SA]OY SPRL\'GS, GEORGI.{
.{ttest

Paul
\lavor ('

-\S FOR.\1:

Dan Lee
Cii)- Attorne]-

FT'LTO\ COT'\T\'. GEORGL{

Robert L. Pitts. Chairman
Fulton Countv Board of Commissioners

.{PPRO\-ED .\S TO FOR\I :

Y. Soo Jo

Counry" Attorney

Tonya L. Grier. Clerk
Fulton Counry* Board of
Commissioners

erk

.\TTEST:

Joseph Barasoain
Fulton C ountv Elrrergenc-r-

Ilanagement
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