FULTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FIRST REGULAR MEETING
September 03, 2025
10:00 AM

Fulton County Government Center
Assembly Hall
141 Pryor Street SW
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

MINUTES-RATIFIED

This document has been ratified or approved by the Board of
Commissioners, and is not binding on the County or any officer.

Ratification Date: October 1, 2025

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Robert L. Pitts 10:01 a.m.
ROLL CALL: Tonya R. Grier, Clerk to the Commission

Robert L. Pitts, Chairman (At-Large) PRESENT
Bridget Thorne, Commissioner (District 1) PRESENT
Bob Ellis, Vice-Chairman (District 2) PRESENT
Dana Barrett, Commissioner (District 3) PRESENT
Mo Ivory, Commissioner (District 4) PRESENT
Marvin S. Arrington, Jr., Commissioner (District 5) PRESENT
Khadijah Abdur-Rahman, Commissioner (District 6) PRESENT

INVOCATION: Reverend Donald E. Bolton, County Chaplain
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Recite in unison

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE SWITCH ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES (CELL PHONES, PAGERS, PDAs, ETC.) TO THE SILENT
POSITION DURING THIS MEETING TO AVOID INTERRUPTIONS.

IF YOU NEED REASONABLE MODIFICATIONS DUE TO A DISABILITY, INCLUDING COMMUNICATIONS IN
AN ALTERNATE FORMAT PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE OF THE CLERK TO THE COMMISSION. FOR
TDD/TTY OR GEORGIA RELAY SERVICE ACCESS DIAL 711.
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CONSENT AGENDA

25-0622

25-0623

Board of Commissioners

Adoption of the Consent Agenda - All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are
considered routine by the County Commission and will be enacted by one motion.
No separate discussion will take place on these items. If discussion of any Consent
Agenda item is desired, the item will be moved to the First Regular Meeting Agenda
for separate consideration. (ADOPTED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Thorne and seconded by Commissioner
Barrett, to adopt the Consent Agenda. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, and Ivory

Absent: Arrington, and Abdur-Rahman

Board of Commissioners
Proclamations for Spreading on the Minutes. (SPREAD ON THE MINUTES UPON
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Proclamation recognizing “HWPL Georgia Appreciation Day.” (Abdur-Rahman)
August 24, 2025

Proclamation recognizing “Melba Moore Appreciation Day.” (Abdur-Rahman)
August 30, 2025

Proclamation recognizing “Shirley Jones Appreciation Day.” (Abdur-Rahman)
August 30, 2025

Proclamation recognizing “Klymaxx Appreciation Day.” (Abdur-Rahman)
August 30, 2025

Proclamation recognizing “Mo’Nique Appreciation Day.” (Abdur-Rahman)
August 30, 2025

Proclamation recognizing “Dr. Bill Nelson Appreciation Day.” (Abdur-Rahman)
August 30, 2025
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25-0624

25-0625

25-0626

25-0627

Commissioners' District Board Appointments

Board of Commissioners
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY OF FULTON COUNTY (APPROVED UPON
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

At the Special Call Meeting, May 30, 1973, the Board of Commissioners appointed
seven (7) members to serve on this Authority. In 1992, two more members were
added to this board bringing the total to nine (9) members appointed by the Board
of Commissioners of Fulton County. Historically, each Commissioner has appointed
one person to serve on this board. In addition, two persons are appointed and
confirmed by the full Board of Commissioners.

Term = 4 years staggered

Term below expired: 5/31/2025
David Belle-Isle (Ellis)

Vice Chairman Ellis nominated Mike Kennedy to a District appointment to a
term ending May 31, 2029.

Open & Responsible Government

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of a Sanitary Sewer System Ownership, Operation, Maintenance,
and Repair Agreement between Fulton County, a political subdivision of the State
of Georgia, and Medley Johns Creek Phase 2 Owner, LLC, for the purpose of
granting Fulton County legal access to extend and maintain the sanitary sewer
system at 11660 Johns Creek Pkwy, Johns Creek, Georgia 30097. (APPROVED
UPON ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of a Sewer Easement Dedication of 74,286 square feet to Fulton
County, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia, from Medley Johns Creek
Phase 1 Owner, LLC, for the purpose of constructing the Medley Johns Creek
Phase 1 Project at 11660 Johns Creek Parkway, Johns Creek, Georgia 30097.
(APPROVED UPON ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of a Water Vault Easement Dedication of 2,198 square feet to
Fulton County, a political subdivision of the State of Georgia, from Medley Johns
Creek Phase 1 Owner, LLC, for the purpose of constructing the Medley Johns
Creek Phase 1 Project at 11660 Johns Creek Parkway, Johns Creek, Georgia
30097. (APPROVED UPON ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)
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25-0628

25-0629

25-0630

25-0631

25-0632

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of a Sanitary Sewer System Ownership, Operation, Maintenance,
and Repair Agreement between Fulton County, a political subdivision of the State
of Georgia, and JBGL Atlanta Development 2014, LLC, for the purpose of granting
Fulton County legal access to extend and maintain the sanitary sewer system at
2325 Old Milton Parkway, Alpharetta, Georgia 30009. (APPROVED UPON
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of an Indemnification, Maintenance, and Land Use Agreement
for Private Improvement (Indemnification Agreement) between Fulton County, a
political subdivision of the State of Georgia, and JBGL Atlanta Development 2014,
LLC for the purpose of granting conditional approval to allow stormwater
infrastructure to remain within a portion of the County’s existing water line
easement area at 2325 Old Milton Parkway, Alpharetta, Georgia 30009.
(APPROVED UPON ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Justice and Safety

Emergency Services

Request approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement between Fulton County and
the City of South Fulton for the provision of 9-1-1 Emergency Communications
Services effective October 1, 2025, through September 30, 2026, with three (3)
automatic renewals commencing on October 1 of each successive year, ending
September 30, 2029, with an annual subsidy of $1,650,000.00. This amount is a
revenue increase to Fulton County for services provided. (APPROVED UPON
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Emergency Services

Request approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement between Fulton County and
the City of South Fulton, for the provision of the Digital 800 MHz Radio System
Access, October 1, 2025 through September 30, 2026 with three (3) automatic
renewals commencing October 1 of each successive year, in the amount of
$384,057.00 annually for years 2025 and 2026 and $407,082.00 for years 2027
and 2028, and for the Records Management System (RMS) in the amount of
$175,904.15 annually covering October 1 - September 30 of each successive year.
This amount is a revenue increase to Fulton County for services provided.
(APPROVED UPON ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA)

Juvenile Court

Request approval of a recommended proposal - Juvenile Court,
25RFP1403114A-KM, Specific Evidence-Based Delinquency Prevention
Programming in an amount not to exceed $276,616.20 with Evidence-Based
Associates, LLC (Atlanta, GA) to provide ART-Aggressive Replacement Therapy;
Functional Family Therapy (FFT) and Multisystemic Therapy (MST). Effective July
1, 2025, through June 30, 2026 with two renewal options. This contract is 100%
grant funded. No County funding is required. (APPROVED UPON ADOPTION OF
THE CONSENT AGENDA)
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FIRST REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

25-0633

25-0634

25-0635

Board of Commissioners
Adoption of the First Regular Meeting Agenda. (ADOPTED AS AMENDED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Thorne and seconded by Commissioner
Ivory, to adopt the First Regular Meeting Agenda as amended by revising items
#25-0646 and #25-0648 as requested by Commissioner Ivory. The motion passed
by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Absent: Abdur-Rahman
Did Not Vote: Ellis

Clerk to the Commission
Ratification of Minutes. (RATIFIED)

First Regular Meeting Minutes, August 6, 2025
Second Regular Meeting Post Agenda Minutes, August 20, 2025

A motion was made by Commissioner Ivory and seconded by Commissioner
Thorne, to ratify the meeting minutes. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Absent: Abdur-Rahman

Board of Commissioners
Presentation of Proclamations and Certificates. (PRESENTED)

Proclamation recognizing “Corporal Zahir Muid Appreciation Day.”
(Pitts/Ellis/IThorne/Barrett/lvory/Abdur-Rahman)

Proclamation recognizing “Recovery Month.”
(Ellis/Ivory/Pitts/Thorne/Barrett/Abdur-Rahman)

Proclamation recognizing “Georgia STAND UP Appreciation Day.”
(Pitts/Barrett/lvory/Abdur-Rahman)
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PUBLIC HEARINGS

25-0636 Board of Commissioners
Public Comment - Citizens are allowed to voice County related opinions, concerns,
requests, etc. during the Public Comment portion of the Commission meeting.
Priority for public comment will be given to Fulton County citizens and those
individuals representing businesses or organizations located within Fulton
County, including their employees, whether such persons are commenting
in-person, via Zoom or other electronic media (i.e., phone call). Non-Fulton
County citizens will only be heard after all in-person Fulton County citizens,
representatives of business and organizations located within Fulton County,
including their employees, have been heard and the time allotted for public
comment has not expired, except as otherwise provided in this code section.
County staff shall verify the residency of each public speaker prior to such
person being heard by the board. Speakers will be granted up to two minutes
each. Members of the public will not be allowed to yield or donate time to
other speakers. The Public Comment portion of the meeting will not exceed
sixty (60) minutes at the First Regular Meeting, nor will this portion exceed
sixty (60) minutes at the Second Regular Meeting. In the event the 60-minute
time limit is reached prior to public comments being completed, public comment will
be suspended and the business portion of the BOC meeting will commence. Public
comment will resume at the end of the meeting. For more information or to arrange
a speaking date, contact the Clerk’s Office. (CONDUCTED)

25 Speakers: Chief Magistrate Judge Cassandra Kirk (Budget Resolution);
Josh McLaurin (Oppose BRE Appointment); Tre Riddle (Oppose BRE
Appointment); Maurice Kenner (Budget Resolution); Chris Hayden (Support
BRE Appointment); Bobbie Paul (Oppose BRE Appointment); Cecilia Ugarte
Baldwin (Oppose BRE Appointment); Kayla Nicole Garthus (Oppose BRE
Appointment); Kimberly Brooks (Court/Lawsuit); Andres Castro (Oppose BRE
Appointment); Megan Castro (Oppose BRE Appointment); Gale Lee (Support
BRE Appointment); Christopher Escobar (Arts Budget Resolution); Lorri
Connor (Oppose BRE Appointment); D. Patton White (Arts Budget
Resolution); Saif Hasan (Oppose BRE Appointment); Jane Williams (Oppose
BRE Appointment); Reed Stillson (Oppose BRE Appointment); Rachel Glover
(Oppose BRE Appointment); Bjorn Cole (Oppose BRE Appointment); Lyndsey
Coates (Oppose BRE Appointment); Cathy Woolward (Oppose BRE
Appointment); Hope Mays (Oppose BRE Appointment); Charmaine Minniefield
(Arts Budget Resolution); Marisa Pyle (Oppose BRE Appointment)

8 Zoom Speakers: Kevin Muldowney (Support BRE Appointment); Matt
Rowenczak (Support BRE Appointment); Lisa Adler (Arts Budget Resolution);
Laura Hennighausen (Arts Budget Resolution); Alma Lott (Oppose BRE
Appointment); Stephanie Jewett (Oppose BRE Appointment); Maggie
Goldman (Oppose BRE Appointment); Adaline Kumar (Support BRE
Appointment)
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COUNTY MANAGER'S ITEMS

25-0637

25-0638

25-0639

Open & Responsible Government

Finance
Presentation, review, and approval of September 3, 2025, Budget Soundings and
Resolution. (PRESENTED/APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Thorne and seconded by Commissioner
Abdur-Rahman, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, Ivory, and Abdur-Rahman
Did Not Vote: Arrington

Information Technology

Request approval to extend an existing contract - Department of Information
Technology, State of North Dakota #146 Strategic Assessments, Upgrade of the
County's Enterprise Resource Planning Software (ERP) application with
International Consulting Acquisition Corp. dba ISG Public Sector (Stamford, CT) in
an amount of $577,190.00 to provide independent verification and validation
services during the upgrade. Effective October 1, 2025 to March 31, 2026.
(APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman and seconded by
Commissioner Thorne, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of the lowest responsible bidder - Department of Real Estate and
Asset Management, 251TB146749K1-DB, Abatement and Demolition Services for
the Knights Inn & Red Roof Inn Hotels, in the amount of $1,467,000.00 with
Complete Demolition Services, LLC (Carrollton, GA), to provide complete
demolition of all buildings and foundations and removal and dumping of all
construction demolition debris for the Red Roof Inn Hotel and Knights Inn Hotel.
Contractor shall commence work upon issuance of the Notice to Proceed (NTP)
and shall substantially complete the Work within 270 calendar days from issuance
of the NTP and final completion of Work within 365 days of issuance of the NTP.
(APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman and seconded by
Commissioner Thorne, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, Ivory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman
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25-0640

25-0641

25-0642

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval to utilize cooperative purchasing - Department of Real Estate and
Asset Management, North Georgia Fuel Cooperative (NGFC) Contract #BL051-23,
Gasoline and Diesel Fuel in an total amount not to exceed $2,331,442.00 with (A)
James River Solutions, LLC, (Ashland, VA) in an amount not to exceed
$940,000.00; (B) Boswell Oil Company (Athens, GA) in an amount not to exceed
$730,721.00; and (C) Sunoco, LP (Dallas, TX) in an amount not to exceed
$660,721.00, to provide gasoline and diesel fuel for Fulton County fleet vehicles.
Effective dates: September 1, 2025, through August 31, 2026. (APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Ivory and seconded by Commissioner
Thorne, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman

Real Estate and Asset Management

Request approval of a recommended proposal - Fulton County Department of Real
Estate and Asset Management, 24RFP101524K-CRB, Design/Build Services for
the Fulton County Renovation of the Public Safety Training Center in the total
amount not to exceed $7,995,009.00 with Hogan Construction Group, LLC/The
Collaborative Firm, LLC Joint Venture (Atlanta, GA), to provide Design-Build
Services (“D/B Services”) for the Renovation and Retrofit of the two-story building
located at 1281 Fulton Industrial Boulevard, Atlanta, GA 30336 to accommodate
the Fulton County Public Safety Training Center (PSTC). Effective upon issuance
of Notice to Proceed (NTP) with substantial completion of the Work within two
hundred ninety (290) calendar days and final completion of the Work within three
hundred calendar (300) days. (APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman and seconded by
Commissioner Thorne, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman

Health and Human Services

Public Works

Request approval to increase spending authority - Public Works,
221TB136990K-JA, Standby Miscellaneous Construction, Water System Services in
an amount not to exceed $1,040,711.28 with Wade Coots Company, Inc. (Austell,
GA) to provide miscellaneous construction services for the Fulton County water
distribution network. Effective upon BOC approval. (APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Ivory and seconded by Commissioner
Thorne, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman
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25-0643 Public Works

Request approval to increase spending authority - Public Works, 22ITB136990K-JA
Standby Miscellaneous Construction, Water System Services in an amount not to
exceed $848,021.76 with Site Engineering, Inc (Atlanta, GA), to provide
miscellaneous construction services for the Fulton County water distribution
network. Effective upon BOC approval. (APPROVED)

A motion was made by Commissioner Ivory and seconded by Commissioner
Abdur-Rahman, to approve. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, Ivory, Arrington, and Abdur-Rahman
Did Not Vote: Pitts

COMMISSIONERS' ACTION ITEMS

25-0644 Board of Commissioners
Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton County’s current budget to
increase the departmental budget for Magistrate Court in the amount of
$611,939.00, based on current underruns in the County’s overall 2025 fiscal year
budget; and for other purposes. (lvory) (FILED)

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Arrington and seconded by
Commissioner Ivory, to approve. (NO VOTE TAKEN)

b. A substitute motion was made by Vice-Chairman Ellis and seconded by
Commissioner Abdur-Rahman, to file. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington

c. A motion was made by Commissioner Thorne and seconded by Commissioner
Abdur-Rahman, to call the question. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Barrett
Did Not Vote: Ivory, and Arrington
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25-0645 Board of Commissioners
Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton County’s current budget to
increase the departmental budget for the Office of the Public Defender, Atlanta
Judicial Circuit, in the amount of $4,897,313.00, based on current underruns in the
county’s overall 2025 fiscal year budget; and for other purposes. (lvory) (FILED)

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Arrington and seconded by
Commissioner Barrett, to approve. (NO VOTE TAKEN)

b. A substitute motion was made by Vice-Chairman Ellis and seconded by
Commissioner Abdur-Rahman, to file. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington

c. A motion was made by Commissioner Thorne and seconded by Commissioner
Abdur-Rahman, to call the question. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Barrett, and Arrington
Did Not Vote: Ivory
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25-0646 Board of Commissioners
Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton County’s current budget to
increase the departmental budget for the department of Senior Services in the
amount of $294,000.00, based on current underruns in the county’s overall 2025
fiscal year budget; and for other purposes. (lvory) (DENIED)

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Barrett and seconded by Commissioner
Arrington, to approve as amended. The motion failed by the following vote:

Yea: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Nay: Pitts, Thorne, and Ellis
Abstain: Abdur-Rahman

b. A motion was made by Commissioner Barrett and seconded by Commissioner
Arrington, to call the question. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Nay: Ellis
Did Not Vote: Abdur-Rahman

c. A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Ellis and seconded by Commissioner
Thorne, to deny. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
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25-0647

25-0648

Board of Commissioners

Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton County’s current budget to
increase the departmental budget for the department of Community Development
in the amount of $1,000,000.00, based on current underruns in the county’s overall
2025 fiscal year budget; and for other purposes. (lvory) (DENIED)

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Barrett and seconded by Commissioner
Arrington, to approve. The motion failed by the following vote:

Yea: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Nay: Pitts, Thorne, and Ellis
Abstain: Abdur-Rahman

b. A motion was made by Commissioner Barrett and seconded by Commissioner
Ivory, to call the question. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Nay: Thorne, and Ellis
Abstain: Abdur-Rahman

c. A motion was made by Vice-Chairman Ellis and seconded by Commissioner
Thorne, to deny. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington

Board of Commissioners

Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton County’s current budget to
increase the departmental budget for the department of Arts and Culture in the
amount of $1,700,000.00, based on current underruns in the County’s overall 2025
fiscal year budget; and for other purposes. (lvory) (FAILED)

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Ivory and seconded by Commissioner
Barrett, to approve as amended. The motion failed by the following vote:

Yea: Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Nay: Pitts, Thorne, and Ellis
Abstain: Abdur-Rahman

b. A motion was made by Commissioner Barrett and seconded by Commissioner
Ivory, to call the question. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Barrett, Ivory, Arrington, and Abdur-Rahman

Nay: Ellis
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25-0649 Board of Commissioners
Request approval of the appointment of Jason Frazier and Julie Adams to the
Board of Registration and Elections. (Thorne/Ellis) (TABLED)

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Arrington and seconded by
Commissioner Ivory, to file.

Commissioner Ivory withdrew the Second
Commissioner Arrignton withdrew the Motion

b. A motion was made by Commissioner Barrett and seconded by Commissioner
Abdur-Rahman, to table until the Appellate Court rules. The motion passed by the
following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and Abdur-Rahman
Nay: Thorne, and Ellis
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

25-0650 Board of Commissioners
Executive (CLOSED) Sessions regarding litigation (County Attorney), real estate
(County Manager), and personnel (Pitts). (APPROVED)

PRESENT IN THE EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING LITIGATION, REAL
ESTATE, AND PERSONNEL: Chairman Pitts, Vice-Chairman Ellis,
Commissioners: Thorne, Barrett, Ivory, Arrington, and Abdur-Rahman;
County Manager Dick Anderson; County Attorney Y. Soo Jo; and Clerk to the
Commission Tonya R. Grier.

a. A motion was made by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman and seconded by
Commissioner Barrett, to enter into Executive Session. The motion passed by the
following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Ellis, Barrett, Ivory, and Arrington
Did Not Vote: Thorne, and Abdur-Rahman

b. A motion was made by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman and seconded by
Commissioner Barrett, to approve the requests for representation in items #1, #2,
#3, #4 as discussed in Executive Session. The motion passed by the following
vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman

c. A motion was made by Commissioner Arrington and seconded by Commissioner
Abdur-Rahman, to approve a contract for compensation and benefit study in
support of compliance with the Department of Justice Consent Decree with Segal
for $90,000.00. The motion passed by the following vote:

Yea: Pitts, Thorne, Ellis, Barrett, lvory, Arrington, and
Abdur-Rahman

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:32 p.m.
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FULTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONER'S
FIRST REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 3, 2025
10:00 A.M.

Alexander Solution, LLC
“A Court Reporting Firm”

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING
VERBATIM MINUTES



(Whereupon, the meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m.)

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Good morning, everyone, and welcome to the First
Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of Fulton County in September. Today
is September 3rd, 2025. Itis 10:01 a.m. Madam Clerk, please, call the roll."
CLERK GRIER: "Chairman Robb Pitts."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Present."

CLERK GRIER: "Commissioner Bridget Thorne."

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "Present."

CLERK GRIER: "Vice Chairman Bob Ellis."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Present."

CLERK GRIER: "Commissioner Dana Barrett."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Present."

CLERK GRIER: "Commissioner Mo lvory."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Present."

CLERK GRIER: "Commissioner Marvin Arrington, Jr. Commissioner Khadijah Abdur-
Rahman. Mr. Chairman, you have a quorum."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Please rise for the invocation followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance."

(Whereupon, the invocation was given by Reverend Donald E. Bolton followed by the
Pledge of Allegiance.)

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Continue, Madam Clerk."
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CLERK GRIER: "On page 2, Consent Agenda, 25-0622, Adoption of the Consent
Agenda. All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine by the County
Commission and will be enacted by one motion. No separate discussion will take place
on these items. If discussion of any Consent Agenda item is desired, the item will be
moved to the First Regular Meeting Agenda for separate consideration.
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CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Any items on the consent agenda? Commissioners, any
items?”

COMMISSIONERS: (No response.)

CHAIRMAN PITTS: “If not, I'll entertain a motion to adopt the consent agenda as is
printed. Motion to adopt by Commissioner Thorne; seconded by Commissioner Barrett.
Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes: five yeas, zero nays."
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CLERK GRIER: "On page 5, First Regular Meeting Agenda, 25-0633, Adoption of the
First Regular Meeting Agenda. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board, we have --
there are revisions to today's Recess Meeting Agenda. On page 8, two items
sponsored by Commissioner Ivory have been amended -- revised to include amended
Resolutions. 25-0646: Request approval of Resolution to increase the budget for the
Department of Senior Services in the amount of $2,900 -- $294,000; and also on page
8, 25-0648: Request approval of a Resolution to amend -- to increase the Departmental
Budget of the Department of Arts and Culture in the amount of $1,700,000."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Madam Clerk, question for you and for the Board.
These items were discussed at the last meeting, and | think there's some confusion
about the motion to file. It's been the practice of this Board for at least 20 something
years that a motion to file -- | guess the best way to put it, so we all have the same
understanding, is a kinder, gentler way of denying whatever is before us. And in that
case, once a motion is made to file, it does not come back. Now, | don't know how this
is on the agenda or why it's on the agenda, but typically when -- even when something
is denied, there would be a substantial change in the legislation before it's placed on the
agenda again. In this case, it seems like the only thing that’s changed are the numbers
that are here. So it's my position that this is not properly before us today. We need to
have the same understanding of what a motion to file means. However, what | would
do without any objection today, since Commissioner Ivory you filed -- you brought these
back, you may not have known about the practice and the history of the motion to file,
but going forward, | want all of us to be on the same page: a motion to file is a proper
motion based upon the practice of this Body."

CLERK GRIER: "Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman, | am aware; however, the County Attorney's
office advised that these items could come back."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Well, the County Attorney advises me. My rule is the County
Attorney has been three years. So I'm telling you what the practice is Madam County
Attorney. But what I'll do is let it go today, Commissioner Ivory. But let's have an
understanding of the Board and what the practice has been. Do you want to be heard?"
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COMMISSIONER IVORY: "For sure. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. With all due respect,
thank you for giving me that historical perspective of a motion to file, but there is no
procedure of a motion to file in our rules or in Roberts Rules of Order. Sometimes
something has been done as a practice that is not codified. That is not in our rules, and
under Rule Six of our rules, | have the right to place these items on the agenda because
there is no such procedure either in our procedural rules which are our Fulton County
procedures, or in Roberts Rules of Order that prevent me from bringing back an item
that others would want not to be seen on the agenda again. And while | respect -- |
even have seen this while I've been here, | do think that this is a unique situation
because this is really just about who wants to get the credit for putting something on the
agenda instead of --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "--just stick to the rule now."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "-- okay. Instead of dealing with what we want to do for our
citizens. So | thank you for allowing it to stay on the agenda for today, and | hope that
we will move forward in what's right for our constituents; not for our egos."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Madam County Attorney, what is your understanding of
the practice of a Body?"

Y. SOO JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "In the practice of filing, a motion to file is that
what you said?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "A practice; on any rule or regulation?"

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "So according to Robert's Rules, a small Body, and
that's defined as a Body of less than a dozen or so members is allowed to have its own
rules that are known to its own members and motions may be made that are not
specifically codified, but they can be made if all of the members understand and agree
as to what the affect of the motion is."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Okay. All right. Again, that's the rule, that's the practice, but I'll let
this go because Commissioner Ivory did not have the benefit when she placed these on.
Commissioner Thorne, you want to be heard?"

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "Please. Yeah, | just want to -- we looked into this and
researched this, and the practice started in 1982. So it's been a while -- it's been
around a bit. As a new Commissioner, | was explained the motion to file, maybe they
forgot to give you that in yours. But maybe if it's a technicality, maybe we should draw
up official language ruling which to put it in our rules and procedures."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "l can do that. It's crystal clear, but anyway, continue. Anything
else?"

CLERK GRIER: "No, Mr. Chairman, that's all | have."

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING
VERBATIM MINUTES



CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Okay. All right. Motion to adopt the agenda for today as
amended. Motion to do so by Commissioner Thorne; seconded by Commissioner Ivory.
Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes: five yeas, zero nays."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0634, Ratification of Minutes. First Regular Meeting Minutes,
August 6th; Second Regular Meeting Post Agenda Minutes, August 20th, 2025."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Ivory; seconded by
Commissioner Thorne. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes: six yeas, zero nays."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0635, Presentation of Proclamations and Certificates. The first
proclamation is recognizing 'Corporal Zahir Muid Appreciation Day' sponsored by
Chairman Pitts, Vice Chairman Ellis, Commissioners Thorne, Barrett, Ivory, and Abdur-
Rahman."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "All right, good morning. All right. This is a good-looking
group right here; best in the town for sure. Not to be messed with. All right, well, it's my
distinct honor and then on behalf of the entire Board to provide this Resolution today --
proclamation today. WHEREAS, on Friday April 18, 2025, Fulton County police officer
Corporal Zahir Muid was on patrol in the area Fulton Industrial Boulevard and Martin
Luther King, Jr. Drive, when he observed a suspicious person walking in and out of
traffic in the direction of 4120 Fulton Industrial Boulevard; and WHEREAS, Corporal
Muid made contact with the subject; the subject became confrontational as this was
happening. South Fulton Police Department Lieutenant Charles Cook, who was
traveling on the Fulton Industrial Boulevard, observed Officer Muid in the roadway at his
patrol vehicle and stopped to assist. WHEREAS, as Lieutenant Cook exited his vehicle,
subject open fire, striking both Corporate Muid and Lieutenant Cook, and ran from the
scene. Even though he was shot, Corporal Muid gave chase and pursued the suspect
from the middle of the road to the parking lot of 4120 Fulton Industrial Boulevard. When
a gun fight ensued between Corporal Muid and the subject; and WHEREAS, the subject
took his life and Officer Muid immediately ran back to Lieutenant Cook and began
providing first aid. His gunshot would severed the axillary artery high on the arm and
was bleeding badly when Corporate Muid applied a tourniquet to the wound and other
wounds. Both officers were transported to the Marcus Trauma Center at Grady
Memorial Hospital for treatment; and WHEREAS, Lieutenant Cook went directly into
emergency surgery, and it was determined by medical professionals that Officer Muid's
tourniquet placement was not only perfect, but was lifesaving. Corporal Muid's bravery
and quick thinking not only saved Lieutenant Cook's life, but the lives of every innocent
person in the immediate area. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fulton

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING

VERBATIM MINUTES ’



County Board of Commissioners and all personnel associated with the Fulton County
Police Department recognizes Officer Zahir Muid for his bravery and quick thinking
under pressure; and does hereby proclaim Wednesday, September 3, 2025, as
'Corporal Zahir Muid Appreciation Day' in Fulton County, Georgia. Let’s give him a huge
hand. We’re going to give you both an opportunity to say something. Everybody up,
everybody up. We can't say enough words of praise for what you did that day. You'd
like to say a few words?"

CHIEF WADE YATES, SPEAKER: "Yeah, I'm Wade Yates. I'm the Chief of Police in
Fulton County. And while | think tourniquets are absolutely a must for every police
officer to carry, not only to save a fellow officer, but a citizen, and the training is very
important. The one thing that we cannot train is the bravery aspect, and without that,
none of this would have happened. | also want to thank Lieutenant Cook from South
Fulton for stopping to assist that day. Lord knows what could have happened had he
not stopped, and he was unable to be present today, but he has made a full recovery.
Thank you very much for coming."

CORPORAL ZAHIR MUID, RECIPIENT: "Morning. I'm Corporate Muid with Fulton
County Police. April 18th was just a normal day for me on patrol. | stopped the subject
who was a hazard to himself and others. Things went from zero to 100 quickly. | want
to thank Lieutenant Cook for being there by my side. | also want to thank God because
he was there for both of us. | want to my family, Fulton County Police, the Fulton
County government system, and thanks for providing me with the training and the
tourniquet to use to save Lieutenant Cook's life."

CLERK GRIER: "The next proclamation is recognizing 'Recovery Month' sponsored by
Vice Chairman Ellis, Commissioners Ivory, Chairman Pitts, Commissioners Thorne,
Barrett, and Abdur-Rahman."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Yes. We have some representatives from our behavioral
health here that are joining us this morning. Good morning, LaTrina. All right.
WHEREAS, behavioral health is an essential part of health in one's overall wellness in
recovery for mental iliness, alcohol, and other substance use because every day
through a variety of recovery, support resources, and treatment programs; and
WHEREAS, millions of people across the United States are in long-term recovery living
happy, healthy and productive lives; and 2025's recovery month theme ‘Recovery is for
everyone, every person, every family, every community’. The permanent tagline for
recovery month moving forward, works to continue to educate others about substance
use, disorders, and co-occurring disorders. The effectiveness of treatment and recovery
services and that recovery is indeed possible; and WHEREAS, education about
recovery and addiction is essential to combating the stigma and discrimination faced by
people in recovery, and is needed by all of Georgians including public health and safety
officials, the workforce, older adults, and families; and WHEREAS, recovery month
celebrates the gains made by those in recovery just as we celebrate health
improvements made by those who are managing other health conditions. This
observance reinforces the positive messages that behavioral health is essential to
overall health. Prevention does work, treatment is effective, and people can and do
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recover. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Fulton County Board of
Commissioners calls upon its citizens to observe National Recovery Month, and support
the 2025 theme of "Recovery is for everyone, every person, every family, every
community’; and does hereby proclaim September 2025 as Recovery Month in Fulton
County, Georgia."

RECIPIENT: "Good morning, everyone. On behalf of the Fulton County Department of
Behavioral Health and the Fulton County Behavioral Health Network, | would like to
extend a heartfelt gratitude to the Board of Commissioners for this proclamation in
honor of Recovery Month. This recognition is not merely a celebration; it serves as a
powerful reminder of resilience of individuals and families who embark on the journey of
recovery. Recovery Month is vital as it highlights the importance of mental health and
promotes the understanding that recovery is possible for everyone. It acts as a beacon
of hope, encouraging individuals to seek help, and reminding us all that mental health is
just as critical as physical health. Through education, awareness, and community
support, we can break the stigma surrounding mental health issues and empower
individuals to reclaim their lives. | also want to emphasize that September is not only
Recovery Month, but also Suicide Awareness Month. It is particularly significant for us
in Fulton County where we have faced the highest number of suicide among all counties
in Georgia. This stark reality underscores our collective responsibility to foster
environments where individuals feel safe to share their struggles and seek the help they
need. As we observe both Recovery Month and Suicide Awareness Month, let us unite
to spread hope, foster understanding, and advocate for mental health. Together we can
ensure that no one feels alone in their struggles and that every individual knows that
they have a community to support them. We also have a series of events throughout
this month, so please check the website for more to come. Thank you."

CLERK GRIER: "The last proclamation is recognizing 'Georgia STAND UP
Appreciation Day' sponsored by Chairman Pitts, Commissioners Barrett, lvory, and
Abdur-Rahman."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "All right. WHEREAS, Georgia STAND UP was founded in
2004 by Lorenzo Scott, Charlie Fleming, and Kathy Howell, and under the leadership of
Executive Director Deborah Scott has served as a think-and-act tank for working
families advancing civic engagement, voter education and registration, workforce
development, and equitable public policy while forging an alliance of community, labor,
academic, and government partners to address housing, transit, environmental justice
and economic opportunity in Fulton County; and WHEREAS, Georgia STAND UP has
registered tens of thousands of voters, challenge voter suppression through innovative
tools like the Orange Book and Parties at the Polls, and founded the Policy Institute for
Civic Leadership training more than 500 grassroots leaders to champion progressive
change; and WHEREAS, Georgia STAND UP establishes Workforce Development
affiliate Trade Up/Build Up which received national recognition from the US Department
of Labor and now leads programs in construction trades, energy transition, and climate
resilience; and WHEREAS, through collaborations with Fulton County Government,
local stakeholders, and community organizations. Georgia STAND UP has secured
community benefits agreements that prioritizes neighborhood character, affordability,
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and anti-displacement efforts; and WHEREAS, Georgia STAND UP has enhanced the
quality of life in Fulton County through initiatives such as the revitalization of the James
Orange Park, preservation of Fire Station Number 7, and the creation of Civil Rights
murals honoring unsung heroes in the Historic West End; and WHEREAS, Georgia
STAND UP has been instrumental in advancing transit equity, mobilizing voters with for
the 2016 the T-Splost referendum, supporting MARTA expansion and championing
transit-oriented development that integrates affordable housing, public transit, and job
access in underserved communities while advocating for community benefits including
local hiring, workforce training, livable wages. NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED
that the Fulton County Board of Commissioners recognizes the significant contributions
of Georgia STAND UP to advancing civic engagement and social equity across the state
of Georgia; and does hereby proclaim Wednesday, September 3rd, 2025 as 'Georgia
Standup Appreciation Day' in Fulton County."

DEBORAH SCOTT, RECIPIENT: "Well, good morning. So when our rights are under
attack, what would we do?

(Whereupon, the audience responds, stand up, fight back.)

DEBORAH SCOTT, RECIPIENT: “Yes, we will. So | am honored to be here. My name
is Deborah Scott. | am so happy to celebrate our wonderful staff and team, but more
than that, it's really about the community. We stand up for our community, whether it's
Mrs. Johnson or Mrs. Jackson, that really needs to make sure that she can stay in her
community or get the resources that she needs. So we want to invite everyone this
year to do a couple things: one, make sure you have your voter registration updated,
right? And make sure you actually know where you vote. Two, get a library card, Mo,
right? You'll want a library card; we want to make sure that you have health care. But
we also want to make sure that you're in community together because we are facing
some perilous times, and the only way all of us collectively will survive is if we work
together. So when our rights are under attack, what will you do?”

(Whereupon, the audience responds, stand up, fight back.)
DEBORAH SCOTT, RECIPIENT: | said what will you do?”

(Whereupon, the audience responds, stand up, fight back.)
DEBORAH SCOTT, RECIPIENT: “Yes, that's what we will do. Thank you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Continue, Madam Clerk."
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CLERK GRIER: "Continuing on page 5, Public Hearings, 25-0636, Public Comment.
Citizens wishing to participate in public comment will be allowed to appear in person or
may choose to participate virtually via Zoom conferencing by registering on the county
website www.fultoncountyga.gov. Priority for public comment will be given to Fulton
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County citizens, and those individuals representing businesses or organizations located
within Fulton County. Speakers will be granted up to two minutes each. The public will
not be allowed to yield or donate time to other speakers. The public comment portion of
the meeting will not exceed 60 minutes. In the event the 60-minute time limit is reached
prior to public comments being completed, public comment will be suspended and the
business portion of the BOC meeting will commence. Public comment will resume at
the end of the meeting. Mr. Chairman and Members of the Board, we will start with the
speakers here in Assembly Hall. We have received 26 speaker cards. Will the first five
speakers, please come forward: Chief Magistrate Judge Cassandra Kirk, Josh
McLaurin, Tre Riddle, Maurice Kenner, and Chris Hayden."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. We have one hour for public comments. Itis 10:29 just
say 10:30, and we'll go until 11:30. I'm assuming we have 26 speakers, we should be
able to accommodate everybody; and as | always, say if someone has said what you
were going to say, don't feel compelled to repeat it. We hear you. And also, when you
have 15 seconds of your two minutes left, all say 15 seconds, and that will be your clue
to begin to terminate -- to conclude your remarks. First speaker."

CHIEF JUDGE CASSANDRA KIRK, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning,
Commissioners. My name is Cassandra Kirk and | serve as chief magistrate judge of
the Fulton County Magistrate Court. I'm speaking in support of agenda item 25-0644.
Congratulations on identifying $69 million in additional county resources. This creates
an opportunity to address the crises affecting your constituents who work in our courts.
Two independent assessments documented our staffing crisis. In 2016, Carl Vinson
Institute recommended 78 to 89 support staff. In 2024, State Justice Institute
recommended 53.5 additional positions. Our current reality is that we have three
exhausted staff, supporting 26 judges in nine courtrooms across four locations. Your
constituents, our team members, are overworked and tired. Despite operating with
substantial less than the recommended staff, they delivered a 92.9 percent case closure
rate closing over 700,000 cases in ten years. We've innovated with Al technology, and
we've maintained 24/7 operations, but they can't sustain this pace. Daily case
processing has dropped from 400 to less than 250. Families wait longer, businesses
face delayed disputes. We respectfully request funding for six essential positions
costing $611,939. This isn't about you and me. This is about court operations and it's
about supporting the people you represent who work here in honoring the 70,000 cases
that parties file annually. Your constituents have proven what they can do and now they
need resources to sustain it."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Fifteen seconds."

CHIEF JUDGE CASSANDRA KIRK, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "As always, we welcome the
opportunity to discuss these requests with you and your designees as we have with
budget and strategy. Thank you."

JOSH MCLAURIN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. It's great to
be with y'all this morning. | am joined by several of my colleagues from the Fulton
County legislative delegation. Now, | can speak for myself: in my seven years as state
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legislator, I've never come down here to pretend | can do y'all's jobs because | know
how difficult it is to govern and to govern such a big and complex county. But we have
the utmost concern about the process that is playing out right now regarding
nominations and appointments which are two things, to the Fulton County Board of
Registrations and Elections. We have grave concerns that this is not politics as usual. |
think we're all used to as politicians a little horse trading here and there to get the job
done. These people want this, these people want this. The problem is that the basic
contract of our governance is being violated. The people who are being nominated for
these roles by the local GOP have the intention to undermine our elections. Now
they've dressed it up in other terms, and | think everyone here is aware of this conflict,
and | don't need to get in the details, but to talk about the politics of it. This is not a
situation where making the speaker Pro Tem of the House happy is going to solve the
problem. This is not a situation where abandoning the appellate litigation that this
Commission has already validly undertaken and should pursue will solve the problem.
Giving a vote to the GOP in this situation is to feed a bottomless hole of demands that
ultimately result in undermining the very system of elections that keeps our democracy
strong. We have already dealt with national intrigue, scandal -- made up scandal about
Fulton County elections, and our election workers pay the price. It's not the politicians
who pay the prices, it's our election workers. So you've received a letter yesterday and
this morning --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

JOSH MCLAURIN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- in the strongest possible terms, and we
hope our presence here today underscores this. We urge you to reject the nominations
by the GOP to the Fulton Board of Elections. Thank you very much for your time."

TRE RIDDLE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Commissioner Thorne, Commissioner Abdur-
Rahman, Commissioner Barrett, Chairman Pitts, Commissioner Ivory, Commissioner
Ellis, and Commissioner Arrington, my name is Tre Riddle, | am the District Chief of
Staff to Congresswoman Nikema Williams who represents Georgia's fighting fifth
congressional district, and I'm here to read a statement on the nomination to the Board
by the GOP. The congresswoman states, | write to express my strong opposition to the
nominations of Julie Adams and Jason Frazier to the Fulton County Board of
Registrations and Elections. These nominees handpicked by the Fulton County
Republican Party have embraced conspiracy theories about our elections. And that
makes them unfit to serve on a board charged with upholding free and fair elections in
Fulton County. Let's be clear: when the Fulton County Board of Commissioners
rejected these nominees, they were doing the job that they were elected to do. The
Republican Party's response, trying to weaponize the courts to jail Fulton County
Commissioners is a dangerous attempt to intimidate those elected to independently
safeguard our elections and to inject partisanship into election administration. Fulton
County Commissioners were not elected to rubberstamp far right conspiracy theorists.
As a member of Congress, | am deeply concerned that Fulton County is being used as
a testing ground for a coordinated nationwide campaign to strip the powers from voters
and undermine trust in our electoral process."
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CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Fifteen seconds."

TRE RIDDLE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Local elected officials must be free to carry out
their responsibilities without fear of retaliation from unelected partisan operatives. The
administration of our elections must remain free, fair, and independent. The
documented election denying actions of Julie Adams, Jason Frazier will undermine this
goal."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you."

MAURICE KENNER, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Chairman Pitts. I'm
Maurice Kenner, Circuit Public Defender for the best public defender office in the state
of Georgia. Thank you all for recognizing the needs of my office and for allowing this
agenda item to be placed back on the agenda. | need each and every one of your
support. We have the premier public defender's office in this state. | would like to keep
it this way. | wish | could do it for free; that's not how things work. The bottom line is |
need resources. | would ask that Commissioner Thorne, Commissioner Abdur-Rahman,
Commissioner Barrett, Chairman Pitts, Commissioner Ivory, Commissioner Ellis, and
Commissioner Arrington for each of your support today for the agenda item. And |
would like to give special thanks to Commissioner Abdur-Rahman for her role that she
plays on the justice policy board. She knows how important the work is that we do. |
can't do it by myself. | need your support, and please support the agenda item today.
Thank you."

CHRIS HAYDEN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "I'm a Fulton County resident. | have a
question for Chairman Robb Pitts and the other Commissioners. Is the Fulton County
Board of Commissioners are both the jurisdiction of the Georgia Superior Court, what
higher court will the Board of Commissioners abide by? Also, when did some members
of the Fulton County Board of Commissioners deem it that they were above the law?
Specifically, Commissioner Abdur-Rahman, Commissioner Arrington, Commissioner
Barrett, Commissioner lvory. Twice in the past month, the judges ruled that the Fulton
County Board of Commissioners shall appoint Julie Adams and Jason Frazier to the
Board of Registration and Elections. In the court, the word shall was defined as must.
A year ago Ms. Julie Adams did not want to approve the election because without
supporting data. By law she was required to. It did not say she may approve the
election results, it said shall. Even with incomplete data, she abided by the law and
approved the results. She could not stand and defend for the Fulton County voters and
fight for a fair and accurate election. Has the definition of the word shall changed since
then? Using the Fulton County Board of Commissioners' definition going forward when
Julie reads that she shall approve the results, she can ignore that. She can do what is
right or not accept the erroneous election results. During the last court session, the
judge assessed a fine of $10,000 per day. The sad point is this fine will cost the
residents of Fulton County: this entire court proceedings are costing Fulton County
residents. What are court costs involving attorneys in a Superior Court? Is it six
figures? Hundreds of thousands of dollars or even a million dollars, | do not know. Next
time there is a budget hearing of fiduciary responsibility; Commissioners are arguing
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about not having enough money for the arts, for the prison; keep in mind there will be
hundreds --

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

CHRIS HAYDEN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- of thousands of dollars on Fulton County
people to fight Superior Court of the definition of shall. Which budget item will that
come from?"

CLERK GRIER: "The next five speakers, please come forward: Bobbie Paul, Cecilia
Baldwin, Kayla Garthus, Kimberly Brooks, and Andres Castro."

BOBBIE PAUL, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. Hi. My name is
Bobbie Paul, Fulton County resident for 44 years, retired nonprofit director, active voter,
and community activist. Thank you for bearing the burden of overseeing all budgets
and affairs for Fulton County and ensuring the departments under your supervision are
staffed by well-qualified and open-minded individuals including those serving on the
Board of Registrations and Elections. You are the ones we elected. You are in charge.
| do not believe that Jason Frazier and Julie Adams self-proclaimed champions of
conspiracy theories on election and should be permitted to serve on this critical board
charged with ensuring open and fair elections. Flashback, November 2020, | served as
a vote review panelist for the Fulton Democratic Party sitting next to a Republican vote
review panelist from the party to make sure that the will of each voter was accurately
reflected on each ballot. Thousands of ballots these bipartisan teams reviewed and
when there was something in question, we had a third-party to intervene. There was a
lot at stake, it was the presidential election, but we had respect for each other and
honored the process. But Donald Trump came up short. Brad Raffensperger would not
just find 11,780 votes to please Donald Trump, and then elections conspiracy theories
began and have only grown worse and worse since then. So here we are today, voters
are counting on each of you to preserve election integrity and not allow it to be torn
apart bey election deniers --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

BOBBIE PAUL, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- whose aim is to create chaos and uncertainty
in our sacred voting system, thank you."

CECILIA BALDWIN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning. My name is Cecilia Ugarte
Baldwin. I'm the voter protection director for the Democratic Party of Georgia, and |
also am a Fulton County resident. Though | have been before you about this matter
twice gone back to May, my gratitude for you about this matter -- my gratitude remains,
and we thank you for your service and for your initial action in voting against the
nominations of Jason Frazier and Julie Adams to the Fulton County Board of
Registration and Elections. I'll keep it brief. Since you've had the opportunity to hear
from me and the Democratic Party already, but we maintain that Jason Frazier is unfit to
serve as a member of the Fulton County Board of Registrations and Elections for the
same reasons we’ve provided in the past including that he refuses to follow federal law,
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governing list maintenance including voter challenges. And we also maintain that Julie
Adams is similarly unfit to serve as a member of the Fulton BRE. She has already
exposed the county to litigation with the objective of disenfranchising Fulton voters by
refusing to certify elections, all too potentially cast doubt on the legitimacy of our
elections. The Democratic Party of Georgia supports the Fulton County Board of
Commissioners appeal as the county is a vital interest in ensuring that voters are not
wrongly and illegally disenfranchised. Fulton County voters demand election officials
who care about voting rights and the Rule of Law; in other words, individuals who will
not keep running a play book that simply erodes confidence in our elections. Thank you
and we urge you to stay the course here."

KAYLA GARTHUS, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning. My name is Kayla Garthus,
and | serve as the mid Fulton Regional Chair of the Fulton County Democratic Party. |
want to thank the Commissioners who have consistently stood up for fair elections and
voter protection. It's not always easy work and it doesn't always get attention, but it
matters especially now. | urge you to continue opposing the appointments of Julie
Adams and Jason Frazier to the Fulton County Registration and Elections Board.
These appointments are not neutral. They are part of MAGA's well-documented
nationwide strategy to reshape election oversight. Not only does the Republican Party
want to repeal access to mail-in voting, they are willing to use legal intimidation to
sideline elected officials and remove their authority ahead of the 2026 Midterms. Both
nominees are affiliated with the so-called Election Integrity Network, a group led by the
attorney who advised Donald Trump to pressure our Secretary of State to find 11,000
votes he didn't receive in 2020. That is not a footnote. It speaks directly to intent. Julie
Adams refused to certify election results last year while in a position of power. That's
not a policy disagreement. It's a breach of public trust. The role of election board
member is not to choose which results they accept, but to uphold the law and protect
the Democratic process. Impartiality isn't optional, it's the job. So | ask if these
individuals have already demonstrated a willingness to put ideology ahead of process,
how can we trust them to protect the integrity of our elections moving forward.
Commissioners, please continue to do what you've already demonstrated, defend the
institutions that keep our democracy functioning. Uphold the standards that every voter,
regardless of party, has the right to expect. Thank you for continuing despite --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."
KAYLA GARTHUS, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- please stay on the course."

KIMBERLY BROOKS, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. | don't
want to be redundant, but of course, | strictly oppose those GOP appointees, but I'm
here today on a separate cause. | went before council yesterday in the city council
even before you. Previously, | came before this counsel, Commissioner Ivory, you
weren't here, it was Commissioner Hall. So I'm going to repeat this not to be -- to be
consistent and basically, | just think -- | think God is angry, right? And | came before this
Board on May 18! -- | sent all of your email, regarding me stating that | will have my court
date. Well, one of your Marshals decided that they would not allow me to have my court
date. | sent you an email on the obstruction of a court case in specific detail. | went
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before council on last week no, yesterday and | told them, I'm going to enter a claim for
counts for $106,000. And if that is denied, then | will sue. The same thing for the Board
of Commissioners, because this court in Fulton County as it relates to tenant/landlord. |
don't know what they're doing down there, but I've informed everyone on this Board,
and your Marshals decided to illegally -- illegally evict me. I'm not a person that's to be
evicted. | wasn't eligible. | came before this Commissioner Board; | said | will have a
court date. As a child of the most high God, | have respect for this court. Mr. Pitts, |
really respect you, | just don't think this council -- this Board appreciates you. But the
level of integrity of this Commissioners Board is at stake with this case. It will be public,
and this is that. This is -- I've tried everything. I've exhausted every means, but | give,
after | file this claim, 30 days."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Fifteen seconds."

KIMBERLY BROOKS, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- 30 days to approve the claim before |
file the lawsuit. Of course, | will sue the property management group, but | want to
make this Commissioners Board aware of it, and this is me doing my due diligence.
God bless."

ANDRES CASTRO, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Commissioners, my name is Andres Castro.
I'm a lifelong resident of Atlanta Metro and a proud resident of Fulton County. I'm here
to object to the approval of the appointment of the election deniers. | want to remind us
what's at stake. On January 6th, our democracy was attacked, attacked by thousands
of election deniers. The assault only failed because of the bravery of the men and
women who defended our Capitol that day. Election denial isn't just rhetoric. It cost
lives. And yet Donald Trump pardoned these rioters, even those who attacked the
police. That's not law, that's betrayal. And installing people like this on our election
board doesn't protect democracy, it undermines it. So | ask you, are you really going to
hand power to those who deny elections, excuse violence, and would dismantle our
democracy from the inside? Fulton County should stand for free and fair elections for
the people and not for election deniers. Thank you."

CLERK GRIER: "Next five speakers, please come forward: Megan Castro, Gale Lee,
Christopher Escobar, Lorri Connor, and D. Patton White."

MEGAN CASTRO, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hello, good morning. My name is Megan
Castro. I'm a Fulton County resident, and I'm speaking today to urge you to reject the
request for approval of the election deniers, Julie Adams and Jason Frazier. Not to be
redundant, but our democracy is under attack. | really do believe that today and | hope
that is something that y’all can also see with the appointments -- or the attempt of
appointments of these election deniers and bad-faith actors who have proven that they
will weaponize our judicial system and use the threat of exuberant fines to intimidate
and suppress our elected officials who do not vote how they want them to vote. We
must stand on integrity and not bend the knee to these bad-faith actors who actively
seek to undermine our democracy to the very seats that they seek to be appointment to.
Thank you so much."

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING

VERBATIM MINUTES “



GALE LEE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Gale Lee, I'm a resident of DeKalb County. How
does one verify that an election is accurate and best certifiable? You compare the
number of people in each precinct who voted to the number of ballots that were cast by
the precinct. If there more ballots cast by a precinct than voters for that precinct, you
find out if there is a reasonable explanation. That's what the law says, and that is what
Julie Adams has tried to do, but they haven't let her see the numbers. So why does
verification draw such resistance? What are you afraid she will find? Who are you
protecting? It's certainly not the voters. And then there’s Jason Frazier who has done
some amazing work analyzing the voter rolls. Only eligible citizens should be voting.
He has pointed out registrations that look questionable and should be investigated
further. That is a citizen's right and responsibility given him by the legislature. Are you
afraid that if he sits on the Election Board, he will have some influence to see that
investigations and corrections actually happened? Is a bad thing for one person to only
have one vote, for people to vote for candidates where they actually live? Or to have an
accurate date of birth in order to identify duplicates, the deceased, and those who
moved out of state? Are these the terrible things for which you are unwilling to seat Mr.
Frazier to the Board of Elections? Have you ever considered that --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds, ma'am.”

GALE LEE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- many Fulton voter rolls are rife with data that is
bad? And for the legislators who are supporting this resistance, shame on you for
encouraging this Board to ignore the law passed by your Body at the request of Fulton
legislatures."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you."

CHRISTOPHER ESCOBAR, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Christopher Escobar. | had some
planned remarks, but out of respect for Commissioner Pitts, I'm not going to repeat the
stuff I've said at other meetings, and I'm just going to speak from the heart. We're here
a fourth time to consider restoring arts funding, and | want to thank Commissioner
Thorne for you -- and Commissioner Barrett for coming to the Fulton County arts events
last weekend. | appreciate not only your remarks and support, but your dialogue in
expressing your concerns and making this sustainable. Commissioner lvory, | want to
thank you for reintroducing this, and Commissioner Arrington, thank you for being here
to be able to vote on this. And Commissioner Khadijah, | just want to make an appeal to
you, because eight months ago, you asked about grace and patience, and | feel like our
sector has tried that, amongst an incredible amount of conflict and incredible amount of
erosion and support. The federal government has abandoned us. The state
government was already at 50th, and the little bit of money they gave out was mostly
federal, so most of us have nothing. I'm not going to talk about the economic impact or
the jobs created, but | want you to consider, that unlike government that can issue
bonds or change rates, even a private business -- I'm a private business owner
separately. | can take on investment. | could take on debt, but a nonprofit cannot do
that. It doesn't have typically, the assets to be able to leverage and take on debt. It
doesn't have a guarantor who's willing to sign that on, so they don't have the ability to
weather the storm. So Commissioner Pitts, you might think we'll get to this next year.
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Think about the number of organizations that won't be here next year. The rugs are
getting pulled out from under us. So while | expect a no vote --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

CHRISTOPHER ESCOBAR, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- I'm pleading you to consider the
consequences you may not be considering. There won't be a next year. There won't be
more time for more patience and grace. Thank you."

LORRI CONNOR, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. My name is
Lorri Connor. I'm the Vice Chair of the North Fulton Democrats and a candidate for
Sandy Springs City Council District One this November. I'm here to ask you plainly and
urgently to vote no on item 25-0649, the appointments of Jason Frazier and Julie
Adams to the North Fulton Board of Registration and Elections. These are not neutral
nominees; they are election deniers. And that matters, because when the referees stop
believing in the rules, the entire game collapses. While on the Board, Julie Adams
refused to certify the 2024 primary, not because of fraud and not because of facts, but
because of discrepancies she never was able to prove. She even filed a lawsuit
claiming certification was discretionary. Thank God, the courts threw it out unanimously,
and then she tried again a second time saying that she lacked information. She didn't
lack information, she lacked integrity, and she lacked the trust in our democracy. Jason
Frazier tried to purge nearly 2,000 voters from the rolls before the 2024 presidential
election, and when this very Body rejected his nomination, he went on the social media
platform X and declared we shall not give up. That's not resilience, that's a warning.
He's telling us that when democracy says no, you just keep pounding on the door until it
gives in. Adams and Frazier have engaged in a coordinated strategy to inject doubt,
drag elections into court, refuse certification, and bleed confidence in our election
process is dry. In Fulton County, the most populous County in Georgia, we cannot hand
the keys of election oversight to people whose records proven --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

LORRI CONNOR, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- that they won't use the office to build trust,
but to torch it. Commissioners, this isn't complicated. Voters deserve administrators
who will certify truth, not conspiracy. Honor ballots, not undermine them, who will take
no for an answer when the people have spoken."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Thank you. Thank you."

D. PATTON WHITE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning and thank you,
Commissioners, for the opportunity to speak with you this morning. My name is Patton
White, and | am the artistic and administrative director at Beacon Dance, a small dance
organization headquartered in the B complex in Southwest Atlanta. I'm here this
morning on behalf of our organization and the community that we serve to urge you to
vote to restore the 1.7 million in funding that was cut from the arts budget for FY 25, and
to share with you at least some of the ways that this action would impact our community.
Beacon has been serving the greater mutual Atlanta area for almost 64 years now, and
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our mission has always centered education and cultivation through dance and
movement. Of utmost importance to our organization, is putting art into service for
social justice, and to that end, we have engaged with our community to listen and
respond. Because we have a strict policy of ensuring we have sufficient funds to pay
for any of our programming before we commit to that programming, we are realistic in
how we plan. This summer, when we received notification from several of our public
funders of the amounts that they would be investing in our organization, we found
ourselves in a difficult position of having to scale back from what we had initially hoped
to provide to our community. Since much of our FY 25 programming has already taken
place that meant the scaling back of our fall productions specifically. The reinstatement
of the 1.7 million would be a true lifeline to restore the full scope of the fall programming
that we had planned for our community through though not just those funds --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

D. PATTON WHITE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- but those of the matching funds that come
from our community as well. Thank you for considering this extremely impactful action."

CLERK GRIER: "Next five speakers: Saif Hasan, Jane Williams, Reed Stillson, Rachel
Glover, and Devonne Robinson."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: “Go ahead.”

SAIF HASAN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. My name is Saif
Hasan, and I'm a freshman at Georgia State University. | just graduated from
(indiscernible.) High School in Georgia, and | just turned 18, and so | love this state, and
that's what brings me here today, because | do love the state. And when | turned 18 just
last month | was excited, not because | was finally an adult, but that means | get to vote.
And for the past two years, even before | could vote, I've been knocking on doors in
Fulton County, I've been talking to our neighbors, teachers, just members of the
community, because | want to protect what | care about even if | wasn't old enough to
doit. And now that | am, it's even more important to me. And so, not to be a broken
record here, but I'm going to be, because I'm going to speak on behalf of the young
people in Fulton County to say we also care about this stuff. The Fulton County Board
of Elections is incredibly important, and to elect people that don't represent us is truly a
disgrace to what it means. I've spoken to students not just at my high school but in
college now too, who worry about making it to the ballot box in the middle of class. I've
talk to elderly voters on the doors with mobility issues who rely on mail-in voting. Fulton
County deserves a Board of Elections committed to fair and free elections who will
make voting as accessible as possible for every Georgia voter. That's why we need to
vote no on the appointment of Julie Adams and Jason Frazier. Not just for the citizens,
the taxpayers of Fulton County, but also for the young people who also are impacted by
this type of -- this type of, what's the word -- wild appointment --"

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "-- ten seconds."
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SAIF HASAN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- the pressure from the GOP is too much to
ignore, but we have to. We have to ignore it. Because more than ever, we want to
protect what matters most, that's our future. Thank you."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Next speaker."

JANE WILLIAMS, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. Jane
Williams, Fulton County resident -- a concerned resident. First | want to thank you all
for your bravery and commitment to protect our election and our election process.
Since 2013, when Section 5 of the voting rights act was dismantled, to the passing of
Senate Bill 202, our voter rights have been under attack. It has spread like wildfire
throughout America. | urge you to reject the nominations of Jason Frazier and Julie
Adams for the sake of our democracy. Thank you."

REED STILLSON, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good afternoon. My name is Reed Stillson.
I'm a Fulton County resident. | live and work in the Buckhead area where I'm the leader
of a local coffee shop and a community hub. In my work and daily life, | have the
privilege of speaking with and getting to know hundreds of my neighbors and fellow
community members. I'm here today to express something that is both an urgent
concern of mine as well as a bipartisan concern | hear expressed repeatedly by
members of our community, and that is the fear that a court tenet of our democracy, a
free and fair election process, is under threat. Refusing the certification of an already
vetted and verified election is wholeheartedly undemocratic. Attempting to remove valid
voters from the rolls, while claiming without evidence that they are ineligible is also
undemocratic. | urge you all to remain steadfast in refusing to appoint any member of
any party that by virtue of their actions has shown not to be trustworthy in the
certification of a fair and free election process. We should not be entertaining the idea
of appointing someone to our Board of Elections who align themselves with
insurrectionists and the fraudulent Stop the Steal movement. To my Fulton County
colleagues in the GOP, | urge you to submit new properly qualified candidates for
appointment to our Elections Board. | find it hard to believe that there's not a single
other candidate qualified to serve on this Board, and to leverage our legal system
against Commissioners for merely exerting their right to vote freely as they so choose is
not only a gross misuse of taxpayer dollars, but further degrades an already waning
trust in our government. So please, listen to your constituents, do right by us and by all
of Fulton County. Vote no on the appointments of Jason Frazier and Julie Adams and
give us trustworthy candidates to run our free and fair elections. Thank you."

RACHEL GLOVER, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. My name is
Rachel Glover, and | am the associate director of the ACLU of Georgia’s Voter's Access
Project, and a proud District Six resident. We work to ensure that voting is easy and
accessible for all Georgians at the ACLU of Georgia. The ACLU of Georgia is not part
of the litigation pertaining to the appointment process and does not take a position on it,
but we do have grave concerns with Jason Frazier and Julie Adams as candidates to
the Fulton Board of Elections. They pose a danger to the rights of hundreds of
thousands of voters. Frazier and Adams have well-documented involvement in the
voter suppression network, the election integrity network founded by Cleda Mitchell who
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notoriously advocated to overturn the 2020 election and advise President Trump to find
votes in Georgia. Jason Frazier has filed nearly 10,000 voter challenges in Fulton
alone. Baseless mass challenges that intimidate voters, overload election officials, and
undermine trust in our elections. He's worked to purge voters during federally protected
periods, promoted false claims about Dominion machines and targeted election workers
by name, putting public servants at risk. Julie Adams has similarly spread election
disinformation and even refused to certify the 2024 primary. She joined the election
integrity network while serving on this very board, and worked behind the scenes to
push an illegal rule change that would have allowed local officials to block certification of
election results. Something a State Superior Court judge struck down as
unconstitutional. Let me be clear, these individuals are not here to serve voters; they're
here to advance a political agenda. As we approach the 2026 election cycle, we should
be concerned about these candidates' track records of pushing disinformation,
encouraging craftsmen and jeopardizing our democratic norms."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Fifteen seconds."

RACHEL GLOVER, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Fulton County needs election officials who
will protect the right to vote not weaponize the process to suppress it. Thank you."

CLERK GRIER: "Last six speakers in Assembly Hall please come forward: Bjorn Cole,
Lyndsey Coates, Cathy Woolard, Hope Mays, Charmaine Minnifield, and Marisa Pyle."

BJORN COLE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hello, my name, Bjorn Cole. I'm a resident of
Fulton County and also a beneficiary of an in town institution supported by our local arts
funding. But today, | stand to comment on the appointment of election officials
nominated by the Georgia GOP. | first would like to thank Commissioners Barrett and
Ivory for bringing this to a head. This is a hard situation. | typically do not advocate for
the pressing against our laws; however, while this law is been adjudicated in the courts,
it's worth examining the situation, and we are in an unusual situation. | worry
particularly about the data implications of the appointment of Mr. Frazier. We do not
want to find the next Chuck Ezell in our voter systems -- in our voter systems. For those
who don't know him, Mr. Ezell become an acting director of OPM and completely
bypassed their rules and provided un-vetted staffers who hadn't yet even finished their
background checks, deep into sensitive employment data systems at the OPM. This
led to months of chaos and lawsuits about there employment status of an incredible
numbers of federal employees. What if, Mr. Frazier decides he wants little help finding
new registrations to challenge, and as a DOGE staffer, to copy our data to an insecure
server for the analysis, completely outside the rules, I'm sure, but that hasn't stopped
anyone at the federal level, so why not here? | know this sounds unhinged, but
unfortunately this is a time in which describing things accurately and directly can make
one sound a little nuts. Thank you very much."

LYNDSEY COATES, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hello, | am Lyndsey Coates and a Fulton
County resident. Thank you very much, Chair and Commissioners, for the opportunity
to speak to you today. | am also here to urge you to vote no on the appointment of Julie
Adams and Jason Frazier. | am not going to add any new info that you haven't heard
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over the past appointment hearings. | would like to implore the Commissioners though
to -- specifically the ones who were elected as Democrats and have not spoken up yet,
or missed votes to share where they stand on this issue. Voters supported you because
we believed you would defend democracy when it mattered most. Choosing not to be
here or to vote or refusing to tell the public where you stand on this issue is not
leadership. Silence in this moment does not protect democracy, it weakens it. We need
clarity and courage from every Commissioner entrusted with this decision. The path
forward is clear; the Fulton Republican Party should put forward two new credible
nominees, individuals committed to protecting voting rights, not tearing them down.
Renominating Jason Frazier despite community opposition, and Julie Adams, and a
documented record of bad faith shows how little regard they have for public trust. For
the integrity of our elections, the confidence of Fulton County voters, | urge you to vote
no on these appointments. Our community deserves election board members who build
confidence, not sow division and doubt. Thank you."

CATHY WOOLARD, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hi. I'm Cathy Woolard; I'm the former chair
of the Fulton County Board of Registration and Elections. You know, | really want to
thank you all for giving me the opportunity to do that job; I did it one and half times. |
went through the seven stages of grief when | got through that appointment because |
thought | really don't want to do this, but I learned so much and having been a candidate
and been on the ballot many, many times, it was really a pleasure to be able to do that.
And it was a pleasure because the first time around, | served with two Republican
members, Dr. Kathleen Ruth and Mark Wingate, who despite the fact that we had
sometimes different priorities, understood how important good governance was.
Understood how we had to come together in an ethical nonpartisan way, identify
priorities for the department, and deliver on those things together. I'm happy to say;
probably, 99 percent of the time, we had unanimous votes on virtually every question
that came before us. We worked through things, sometimes those priorities weren't
mine, but we came together and we understood what we needed to do. Fast-forward to
my second opportunity to do this, when we had Julie Adams and Mike Keegan, who
could never be in the room with us to set priorities for the staff, to follow up and be
accountable, and even when | gave Julie Adams virtually every single thing she asked
for that had been denied to her prior to my arrival, she filed suit that afternoon saying
that she hadn't received any of those things. So we have the experience of
understanding that Julie Adams, and many people have said it far more eloquently than
| can, we have the experience of understanding that she cost taxpayers money, she is
disruptive to the organization, and she kept the staff and the state of high disarray --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

CATHY WOOLARD, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- with each request. So you know what to
do. | hope that you'll let the legal process go forward, and | hope you will encourage the
GOP colleagues that have nominated these people to come forward with people who
are qualified and willing to do the job. Thank you."

HOPE MAYS, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hello, my name is Hope Mays, and | am from the
city of Milton Park in North Fulton. And | don't have a lot of prepared statements
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because | wanted to come down here and show you that we care. There's some young
people here who are saying they're here because they really care about what you do
and that democracy matters, and there are seniors like me who are also here and
geographically challenged to get down here for these meetings in person. So | really
appreciate your service and your commitment to making democracy work for us. Some
of the things people have been saying I've just been taking the notes, things that are
outstanding to me, the shall or must question, has made an impact on me when | think
through this. The election integrity is what we're really talking about, and yet there is an
election integrity network that seems to counter what we really mean by that. The
nominees have been rejected before, and | think they should be rejected again, and |
think that they should have some new nominees put before you. The reminder of
January 6th is certainly impactful, and | thank you for letting me come up here and
speak, because it's very hard to do that. But | also encourage you to support the
funding of arts in Fulton County. Thank you."

CHARMAINE MINNIFIELD, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning. My name is
Charmaine Minnifield. I'm the great-granddaughter of Orley Fuquay. | am here
representing the arts in order to encourage you all to support the arts. | am on my own
sankofa returning to my old family history to find the Minnifield family actually rests at
Southview Cemetery; the survivors of the 1906 Atlanta Race Massacre. The Praise
House Project rests there now to acknowledge this history. | join my colleagues in the
work of resistance in this moment in history where our narratives are under attack. On
September 21st, in 1906, a white mob tore from Five Points Station, not far from here,
which wasn’t Five Points, through the fairly popular district targeting Alonzo Herndon's
businesses and finally Auburn Avenue. Three days later ending in Brownsville and
South Atlanta, which is where Southview rests and the victims rest there. They were
met with resistance from citizens who took up arms in defense of their democracy and
there bodies and community. We are remembering that history by honoring those who
rest at Southview and we're asking for reinvestment into that community. We have a
cross sector correlation of arts organizations and nonprofits who are doing social justice
work in that area. | feel that this is a moment that is a significant opportunity for our
community to stand on the truth of history and our own narratives where at a federal
level our stories are being erased. They cannot remove the name of my grandmother --

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

CHARMAINE MINNIFIELD, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- they cannot remove the name of
my great-great grandfathers that rest at Southview; they cannot forget John Lewis, Dr.
King, Alonso Herndon, John Wesley Dobbs, Geneva Hagen Brooks and all of those who
rest at Southview. Please support the arts so that we can continue this work."

MARISA PYLE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hi, Commissioners, my name is Marisa Pyle.
I'm with All Voting is Local Action in Georgia. On today's agenda, as we've heard once
again, is the nomination by the Fulton County Republican Party to the Board of
Elections; and once again, | want to highlight the potential harm that these individuals
pose to Fulton County's voters and to Fulton's election infrastructure. Julie Adams is a

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING

VERBATIM MINUTES 2!



regional director for Cleda Mitchell's election integrity network, a national organization
that actively advocates for policies that have the impact of both undermining elections
and disenfranchising voters. In her role, she's worked with affiliated board members to
push disinformation, undermine certification, and drive narratives that simply would
harm our voters. Last year, she was instrumental in bringing the anti-certification rule
that a judge later ruled was illegal, unconstitutional, and void, and she continues to
make unfounded allegations about Fulton County's voting processes and election
results. Jason Frazier, who is also affiliated with EIN, is a codeveloper of the Eagle Al
software that is pushed by bad actors as a way to challenge voters and identify so-
called fraudulent registrations. Despite itself being riddled with errors and inaccuracies,
and whose cofounder has suggested that it's illegal for college students to register at a
dorm address. He's also Frazier in real time right now watching this meeting and
implying the public commenters are somehow committing crimes on posts on his
Twitter, notably rather than attending today's meeting. Frazier's also used litigation to
drag the County into federal court over allegations of registration inaccuracies with a
lawsuit so poorly constructed that his own legal team later withdrew it. This in addition
to what initially gained him prominence challenging the registrations of nearly 10,000
Fulton voters. He's also continually attacked Fulton's election staff and processes,
called for DOJ intervention and --”

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

MARISA PYLE, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- Fulton County's entire disillusion. It is deeply
concerning to me and many others that these individuals could have a key role in the
administration of our elections, and | ask you to seriously consider the implications of
this role for voters and election staff who serve Fulton voters every day. Thank you."

CLERK GRIER: "Mr. Chair and Members of the Board, we have 25 speakers on
Zoom."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Let's go."
(Whereupon, audio technical difficulties at this time.)

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Good morning, Commissioners. We have 25 speakers on
Zoom to speak today. And the first person to speak is Matt Rowenzcak."

(Whereupon, audio technical difficulties at this time.)

MATT ROWENCZAK, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. Can you
hear me?

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Not really."
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COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Point of order, Chairman, we need to get that
taken care of. That's very hard on our constituents' ears. So | don't know if that's on
our end or the caller."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Good morning, Commissioners, we're going to try to resolve
the issue and get back with you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Go to the next person."
BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak is Kevin Muldowney."

KEVIN MULDOWNEY, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. Shall
means shall. When the law reads the Board shall certify the election results, according
to the court, the BRE members shall or must certify election results, even if the lack of
data suggests otherwise. When the law reads that this Board shall approve the major
party's nominees to the BRE, it is simple, you approve. The law says nothing about
veto power. The fact that you may disagree with a nominee's politics is immaterial. If
the nominee fits the three qualifications, you approve. Differing political views actually
balance an authoritative board. Cathy Woolard, a lobbyist for the extreme left
organization, Fair Fight, was appointed and approved as the chair of the BRE. | didn't
agree with her politics. The BOC Members' intent on unlawfully blocking these
nominations are wasting taxpayer dollars with nothing but stall tactics. Are they worried
something will get exposed? We are not a democracy, we are constitutional republic.
We abide by laws. Feelings have nothing to do with it. The law is abundantly clear; you
shall approve and follow the law. Thank you very much."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "The next person to speak is Matt Rowenzcak."

MATT ROWENCZAK, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners. The
gross ignorance and hypocrisy that has come out of this chamber this morning from
public comment and some on this Board -- thank you for that and exposing yourselves
to the public where common sense and rationale is usually the norm. Let's start with
legislator Josh McLaurin, who said we have to protect the basic contract of our
government, because it's being violated. So | guess the basic contract of our
government is we don't elect our legislators who make laws and then we're not
supposed to follow them? Does that include the basic contract of our government? He
also mentioned we have to keep a democracy strong once again, so he's advocating to
violate our laws to keep our democracy strong? Then we have Chief of Staff or
Congresswoman Nikema Williams who said we must safeguard our elections, so we
must safeguard our elections by violating our law. And he mentioned we must protect
against the infusion of partisan politics when there's only one side that is advocating for
the violation of the law. There was another comment made about bipartisan. Of note,
I'm only hearing from one side. Ms. Baldwin, from the Georgia Democratic Party, also
said we have to care about the Rule of Law. Well, how do you care about the Rule of
Law when you're advocating for elected officials to violate it? And then she commented
on Ms. Adams saying she exposed the county litigation -- the county's unnecessary
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litigation right now. And to many of the public commenters, I'd encourage you, have you
actually read the law, because it is blatantly clear --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

MATT ROWENCZAK, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- if you have not. There's so many
regurgitating propaganda and they are grossly uninformed. Board, this is simple,
appoint the nominees."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak is Lisa Adler."
LISA ADLER, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hello, Commissioners, can you hear me?"
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes."

LISA ADLER, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Okay. I'm Lisa Adler. I'm a 43-year Fulton County
resident, parent, co-artistic producing director and cofounder of Horizon Theater
Company, now in our 41st season contemporary theater and arts education programs at
our home in Little Five Points Emmett Park, and a passionate advocate for the arts.
You will have before you a motion today to restore the 1.7 million-dollar budget to the
contracts-for-services arts budget. We truly appreciate that you made good on the
promise you made in February to bring this back to Commission in August when and if
there were funds available for it. Now that there's a known budget surplus, | urge you to
vote to restore these funds. I've spoken about this with Commissioners Barrett and
Ivory, and the Chief of Staff for Commissioner Abdur-Rahman. Commissioner Arrington,
| know you have been unwavering in your support of the arts. | know that there is some
discussion about process and how things need to get done appropriately on the
Commission, but | would really urge you to look beyond these issues and find a way to
come together, if not today, then soon so that the concerns on process can be worked
out, and this motion can pass at another meeting soon. Think about the hundreds of
thousands of citizens of Fulton County who benefit directly from these arts program and
the extreme current fragility of arts organizations right now that Chris Escobar spoke
about. | personally, and many others in the arts, have devoted our life to provide arts to
this county. Fulton County is the crowning jewel of the entire state, and that is directly
because since the 1980s the arts have been supported and appreciated in Fulton
County. Please, please continue that legacy, talk to each other, talk to the staff, work
together to make it possible to restore this arts funding. Thank you for your support.”

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "The next person to speak is Laura Hennighausen."
LAURA HENNIGHAUSEN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Hello."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes, we can hear you."

LAURA HENNIGHAUSEN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good afternoon, Commissioners. My
name is Laura Hennighausen. | have been a resident and a worker in Fulton County for
the past 20 years. First, | want to thank you for reconsidering reinstating the budget for
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the arts. The willingness to revisit this issue shows that you are listening and that you
understand how much the arts mean to the people of this County. | especially want to
thank Commissioners Barrett and Thorne for joining us at the recent FCIC reception.
Hearing you share your personal connections to the arts reminded us all that it is not an
abstract issue. The arts are about people, community, and the things that make life
here meaningful. | also want to be clear, without this additional support, many of our
arts organizations will not survive. That means jobs will be lost, tax revenue will be lost,
and we will lose the magic that arts bring to our neighborhoods, our schools, and our
public spaces. The data backs this up. According to the Arts and Economic Prosperity
Six Study, audiences spend an average of $38.46 per person per event on things like
dining, shopping, parking, and childcare beyond the cost of admission. Visitors from
outside the county spend even more, on average $60 per person, bringing new dollars
into our community. This is real economic activity that we risk losing if the arts fade.
Investing in the arts is not just about beauty and creativity; it is about protecting jobs,
strengthening businesses, and keeping our county vibrant and competitive. Thank you
for recognizing that when you support the arts, you're supporting the people, the
economy, and the very character of this community. Thank you."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak, Alma Lott."

ALMA LOTT, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning. I'm here to reject Jason and Julie
on the elections -- the Election Board. They are in denial, and | look at some of my
seniors citizens in my community, I've been living there for 40 years, and they running
scared as it is, we don't need people coming in putting their false claims and now
they're talking about money. | think Jason and Julie are wasting voters' money,
taxpayers' money, with all of these false claims. We don't need abuse of power on
these Election Boards. | want to thank Mo Ivory for bringing it up and | will stand with
them. | will stand with my Commissioner. We'll fight to the end, and | will not elect
them, and we need to do better. | know they are not for our Board. Can they nominate
somebody else? Or nominate somebody that will not abuse power. Do not neglect
voters. Our voters -- our voice is our vote, and we already going through this. | got to
take senior citizens down there to see if they still eligible to vote. They are taking our
voice from us and | don't think it's fair --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- 15 seconds."

ALMA LOTT, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- for the people. We need to start thinking about
what are we going to do and who is not with us on this to reject Jason --"

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak, Stefanie Jewett."

STEFANIE JEWETT, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Good morning, Commissioners, my name
is Stefanie Jewett. I'm a Fulton resident who was with you during the last Board
meeting. | am here to remind you about what we're facing today is bigger than two
appointments. This is about whether Fulton County will stand strong against
authoritarianism and the undermining of our democratic institutions. It matters that we
call authoritarianism by name because it is what's happening to our country. If we allow
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MAGA extremists and election deniers like Jason Frazier and Julie Adams onto our
Board of Elections, our elections may no longer be free or fair. Authoritarians like
Donald Trump depend on loyalists and local government. When his administration gets
a legal order who wants something done, election deniers will not stand up for the
people of Fulton County. We deserve officials who protect democracy, not those who
conspired to erode it. Commissioners lvory and Barrett, thank you for having the
integrity to do what is right for our County and for our country. | urge every
Commissioner on the board to stand firm and vote no. Thank you."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "The next person to speak is Maggie Goldman. Next person
to speak --"

MAGGIE GOLDMAN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- okay. | think it worked now. | found the
mute button. Somebody asked me to unmute. Can you guys hear me now?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes."

MAGGIE GOLDMAN, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Okay. It's Maggie Goldman, District One.
| would like to make the point that everyone who says that these members shall be
appointed misses the point that it says by the governing authority of Fulton County after
that. And in the third section of the one with the political appointees for the chairperson,
it merely says which member shall be designated permanent chairperson. It does not
say how that person's appointed, yet we know that you need four affirmative votes to
get a chairperson of the Board of Elections by the practice of this Body. And in the
Fulton code itself, it says that you need four affirmative votes, shall be required for said
Board of Commissioners to take any official action; therefore, you cannot take any
official action without four affirmative votes. And even when you have a situation with
outside appointees like the Development Authority, two additional members shall be at-
large members with one member selected and nominated by the Fulton Board of
Education or the Atlanta Board of Education. In the Fulton code it says, four final
approval by the full Board of Commissioners. So | urge you to continue to reject the
nominations of Julie Adams and Jason Frazier, and | insist that the Republican Party
nominates acceptable nominees for the positions that they are seeking. Thank you."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak, Carrie Dix. Next person to speak is
Adaline Kumar. Next person to speak --"

ADALINE KUMAR, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "-- can you hear me?"
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes."

ADALINE KUMAR, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "Thank you. Good morning, Members of the
Board of Commissioners. Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is
Adaline Kumar, and | stand before you as a concerned citizen of Fulton County deeply
invested in our community's well-being and governance. Today, | want to address a
matter that weighs heavily on the integrity of our local government; the importance of
upholding the law. As elected officials, you are impacted with the responsibility to serve
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all constituents, and that includes adhering to the legal obligations that our system is
built on. Failure to comply with the law not only undermines public trust, but also sets a
danger precedence for governance. Our community depends on you for leadership,
guidance, and transparent decision-making. Delaying compliance, particularly in
relation to the outstanding fines and legal responsibilities sends a message that
adherence to the law is optional. This is not just about legal obligations; it is about
moral integrity and accountability. Moreover, | urge you to expedite the appointment of
Jason Frazier and Julie. | look forward to seeing positive action from this Board
collectively and hope for a more united and law-abiding Fulton County. Thank you for
your time."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak, Alma Lott."
ALMA LOTT, PUBLIC SPEAKER: "l spoke already. | already spoke."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you, ma'am. Next speaker."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "Next person to speak, Cody Coffield. Cody Coffield. Next
person to speak is Debbie Vetter. Debbie Vetter. Next person to speak Denise Wright.
Denise Wright. Next person to speak, Derrick Holloway. Derrick Holloway. Next
person to speak, Joseph Jones. Joseph Jones. Next person to speak, Kirk Beasley.
Kirk Beasley. Next person to speak, Joseph Jones. Joseph Jones. Next person to
speak, Derrick Holloway. Next person to speak Stefanie Jewett."

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Point of order, Mr. Chairman, there seem to be
quite a few people that are not speaking. Is there an issue on our end? 1 just want to
make sure."

BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "No, Commissioner."
COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Thank you."
BENNIE MARCUS, FC: "That concludes the Zoom comments for today."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you. All right. Madam Clerk, let's continue, but let me,
before you do that, State Senator Nan Orrock came -- has come in -- good to see you --
she was not here when the other legislators were recognized."
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CLERK GRIER: "On page 6, County Manager's Items under Open and Responsible
Government --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- Oh, wait a minute, before we do that, let me remind us,
Commissioners, that our Rules of Decorum, they referred not only to us as
Commissioners, but they also refer to comments that we may make about staff as well.
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So | would encourage you to read and reread our Rules of Decorum and be mindful of
any comments that we may make regarding staff, thank you. Continue."

CLERK GRIER: "On page 6, County Manager's Items under Open and Responsible
Government, 25-0637, Finance: Presentation, review, and approval of the September
3rd, 2025 Budget Soundings and Resolution."

SHARON WHITMORE, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER: "Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The
item that's before the Board today is a modification to the annual hardware and software
maintenance and support list. It's for the Department of Behavioral Health and
Developmental Disabilities. It is an action that is necessary in order for us to pick up
and place a software contract in the County's name. It was -- came to us through the
completion of the Behavioral Health Crisis Center, and this is where it's rolling off from
being in the contractor's name to being in the County's name. Itis an $18,000 add, and
funding is already available within the department's budget.”

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Thorne; seconded
by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes: six yeas, zero nays."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0638, Information Technology: Request approval to extend an
existing contract for the upgrade of the County's Enterprise Resource Planning Software
application in an amount of $577,190."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Favorable motion by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman;
seconded by Commissioner Thorne. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes, sir, Vice Chair. Yes."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Yes. Could you just comment on where we're at in terms of
getting the implementation and is it on track or potentially delayed? So just sort of why
we're extending it."

KEVIN KERRIGAN, FC CIO: "Yes, sir. Good morning, Kevin Kerrigan, CIO. So this is
for the independent verification validation consultant that helping us overseeing the
effort. So the project -- because of our cyber incident, we actually started a bit later on
our 17-month timeline for implementation, and when we engaged with ISG, we had that
end early, so we want to extend that out to cover the warranty period as well once we
go live with ERAP. | will say we've had some challenges with the ERAP
implementation, specifically around getting confident around payroll processing and
being able to process all of our unique payroll environments within one platform, which
is what's changing as we go from our existing version to the new version. We're having
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conversations around whether we can stick with our go-live date of late November, or
we would need to extend with our partner vendor, CGl. So | am gathering information
that we come back with an update there on where we sit once we know definitively that
we need to extend out at this point."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Okay. Thank you."

CLERK GRIER: "And the motion passes unanimously."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0639, Real Estate and Asset Management: Request approval of
the lowest responsible bidder for abatement and demolition services for the Knights Inn
and Red Roof Inn Hotels in the amount of $1,467,000."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to adopt by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman;
seconded by Commissioner Thorne. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes unanimously."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0640: Request approval to utilize cooperative purchasing in the
total amount not to exceed $2,331,442 to provide gasoline and diesel fuel for Fulton
County fleet vehicles."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Motion to adopt by Commissioner Ivory; seconded by
Commissioner Thorne. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes unanimously."
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CLERK GRIER: "On page 7, 25-0641: Request approval of a recommended proposal
in the total amount not to exceed $7,995,009 for the renovation and retrofit of two-story
building."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to adopt by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman,;
seconded by Commissioner Thorne. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes unanimously."
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CLERK GRIER: "Under Health and Human Services, 25-0642, Public Works: Request
approval to increase spending authority in an amount not to exceed $1,040,711.28 to
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provide miscellaneous construction services for the Fulton County water distribution
network."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to adopt by Commissioner Ivory; seconded by
Commissioner Thorne. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes unanimously.
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0643: Request approval to increase spending authority in an
amount not to exceed $848,021.76 to provide miscellaneous construction services for
the Fulton County water distribution."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Ivory; seconded by
Commissioner Abdur-Rahman. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes: six yeas, zero nays."
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CLERK GRIER: "Commissioner's Action Items."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Okay. Stop for a moment. So these next five items -- for those, |
think a couple of you were not here in the beginning. | had ruled that these were not
properly before us, but that this was a practice rule, that's rule to follow -- I'll clarify that
so we'll all have the same understanding of what a motion to file means going forward.
However, since they are on the agenda today, | also ruled that we would hear them
since they are on the agenda and placed on the agenda by Commissioner Ivory.
Commissioner Arrington, do you want to be heard?"

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Well, yes, Mr. Chair, because we also did a
motion to file on these two failed nominations. So you know, | just need to know what
is we're doing. You know, either of these things can come back or they cannot. I'm
happy to vote on the arts items and the budget items and support those, but either
there's a motion to file or there is not."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. | agree with you, and then we all have the same
understanding of the motion to file, the difference in the one that's coming back with
respect to the BRE, is that it's my understanding that Commissioner Thorne asked that
the one that did not receive the majority vote be removed, and that she was replacing it
with what's on the agenda today."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Okay. | mean, let's get to it."

CLERK GRIER: "Commissioner's Action ltems, 25-0644: Request approval of a
Resolution to amend Fulton County's current budget to increase the departmental
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budget of the Magistrate Court in the amount of $611,939, sponsored by Commissioner
Ivory."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Is there a motion? Motion to approve by Commissioner
Arrington; it's seconded by Commissioner Ivory. Commissioner Ellis, you have the floor
-- Vice Chair Ellis."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Thanks, Mr. Chair. We had a lot of discussion about these
items at the last meeting, so I'm not going to belabor that, and I'll offer up a substitute
motion to file."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. There's a substitute motion to file."
COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Second."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Properly moved and seconded."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Point of order. I'd like for the County Attorney to speak to
the motion to file as a practice that is not codified and how we are able to use a motion
that is not codified and what is needed to move forward on that."

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "So -- excuse me. As we discussed at the
beginning of the meeting --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- speak up, Madam County Attorney."

Y. SOO JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Sorry. Excuse me. As we discussed at the
beginning of the meeting, a small Board, such as this Board, has the ability to utilize
motions and actions that are not necessarily codified in Roberts Rules or procedural
rules, if the meeting is understood by all of the members. If that is the case, then you
have the ability to take action on those items under the normal rules of voting as if it was
a recognized or codified motion."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Okay. So | do not agree to that practice if it requires a full
agreement of the Board to abide by a practice that has happened in full awareness, | do
not agree to that."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. The motion on the floor is to file. I'm going to get to you.
Commissioner Ivory had the floor. You're next."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Thank you, Mr. Chairman. For the record, | want to
note that there have been multiple occasions on which this Board has used a motion to
file and the public has been completely confused by what it is, because it's not defined
anywhere in Robert's Rules, and is not defined anywhere in our procedures. While it is
a precedent, we're not told about it when we come on as new Commissioners. We sort
of learn it by osmosis from sitting here, that is not a practice we should be, okay, with
and we should be, you know, not using this at all until it's codified. That said | also want
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to be clear that my colleagues are choosing to file or table or hold this item because
they do not want to be on the record voting no on money for the Magistrate Court."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Ivory, do you want to be heard again?"

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "As elected Commissioners, it's our responsibility to vote on
behalf of the people who elected us, not to let procedural shortcuts or uncodified rules
dictate outcomes. Transparency is critical. Our constituents deserve to see how we
make decisions, understand our reasoning, and trust that their voices guide our votes.
Everyone who continues to rely on this motion today is using it to avoid accountability
and to hide from the public how they will vote, whether that is on the arts, magistrate
court, public defender, veterans, and seniors. The public has a right to expect that their
government operates openly and fairly, not as a tool for political maneuvering behind
the scenes. Upholding that trust is core of why we serve. Motion to file looks like an
anti-transparency tool to keep your vote off the record."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Thorne, do you want to be heard?"

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "Yeah, now | do. Okay. Really, Commissioner Ivory, it's
about procedure, it's about process. | could come down here and just add things to the
agenda. | want to spend $200,000 here; | want to spend $400,000 here; not talk to any
of you, and then just say you must be against it. | could say, let's give it to -- | don't
know, my church, my church needs money. Have us all vote, not even talk to the
County Manager, talk to the finance team, just put stuff on the agenda. | am not against
the magistrate court, | am not against veterans, I'm not against arts, I'm not against the
public defender. | think there's a proper process and procedure of trying to decide: we
have money and what do we need to do with it. At our last meeting, we just were
notified that we're probably going to have to spend a billion dollars on a jail. Do all of
you tax people who came down here and said, please don't raise our taxes -- the
hundreds of people who came down here, is that the responsible thing to do, oh, we
have extra money now, let's just go ahead and spend this year. Commissioner Ivory, |
am appalled that you put those words in my thoughts telling me what | am thinking. |
am trying to be fiscally responsible with the money we have. So please do not say I'm
covering up my vote by making a motion to file by approving a motion to file. Talk to
me. I've been trying to meet with you for two weeks to talk. Let's talk, let’s have a
conversation. And all of you out there, I'd love to have a conversation with you any
time, don't just attack. Don't just label people, don't call names. Be able to stand up for
what you stand in. Find mutual ground. That's the reason we're so dang divided here is
because you guys don't talk. You just stay in your echo chambers. You listen to the
propaganda that's put out by your side. The other side listens to propaganda by their
side. We have to talk. We have to decide how money should be spent, and it should be
the entire Board in the process on board with putting this money in this direction. It's the
taxpayer. It's the taxpayer's money that we're taking out of their pockets, and one
Commissioner is deciding, | want to put this on the agenda, and that's just not proper.
Thank you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Abdur-Rahman."
|
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COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Thank you, Chairman. I'm not going to belabor
the point other than ACCG offers courses to us to become a certified Commissioner. If
you become a certified Commissioner, you know rules, processes, and the correct way
to do things. But more importantly, everybody here should know because | stated in my
inauguration, if you do not have a conversation with me, the vote is no, | will not
entertain it. Why did | say that at my inauguration in January, because as adults of
somewhat midlevel intelligence, if we are colleagues, we should be able to talk to each
other? We should be able to sit down -- we're not going to always agree, that's life. You
don't agree with your husband, you don't agree with your children, you don't agree with
your boss, but you have a conversation. And so, at some point, you should have a
conversation; and secondly, this is a practice that has been done and accepted. You
can't change the practice because you don't like it. All of a sudden, you have voted in
the past with the practice, but now that you don't want the practice to be done, you want
to label other Commissioners as they don't want to say this, they don't want to say that.
That is not correct, it's wrong, and I’'m going to speak to it. | fundamentally disagree
with anyone who put something on the agenda and does not have a conversation with
me. | have been very crystal clear about this. There are certain things that are
passionate to me and there are certain things that | am against. But as elected
Commissioners, that all of us -- all of us are accountable to Fulton County taxpaying
citizens. It is not right to not have a conversation, and at least get an idea of what page
your colleague is on. | think it's disrespectful, and I'm against that. I'm not against
anything that is on the agenda, and no one down here can speak for Commissioner
Khadijah other than Commissioner Khadijah. So with that said, please do not say what
my vote or what I'm trying or not trying to do, because | speak clearly with my vote."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right, Commissioners. The motion on the floor is to file. I'd
appreciate it if you keep your comments limited to the motion to file. Commissioner
Ivory."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Thank you so much. I'm so glad that, you know, this is so
golden to me. I'm so glad that ACCG was brought up as a motion to file is not even in
ACCG rules either. So going there would have only just made -- you know, brought to
bear even more what I'm talking about in Roberts Rules of Order and Fulton County’s
procedural rules, so | find that to be golden. One Commissioner is always able to add
something to the agenda. It's part of the way that it's always been. It wouldn't be on the
agenda right now if it wasn't proper and in line with procedure, which is why it's on the
agenda again. Punish the little girl that won't get a dance lesson, punish the little boy
that won't get swim lessons, punish the mother that won't be able to drop her child off at
a church funded by the dollars that go from the arts into the community, because they
want it a certain way. Come talk to me first, but only if you would return phone calls.
Only if when people called, you actually responded to text. Only if, on yesterday a
phone call was returned; but let's talk about a phone call in January that happened. A
long conversation which went like this: can you, please hold off on supporting the arts
budget because we're in a crisis at the jail. You're a new Commissioner, believe me, |
agree with the arts and | will give them the money that they need in August if we have a
surplus. And then we have a surplus and that conversation mysteriously disappears
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and never happened. | already had the conversations. | already made the deal, and
then the deal came here for a vote which Commissioners don't want to be on the record
when they say no to the arts. They don't want to be on the record when they say no to
veterans. They don't want to be on the record when they say no to seniors, to the
magistrate court, or to the public defender, especially if they sit on a judicial ward. So
let's be clear what this is, because | told you this so many times before, | did not come
here to play politics. If somebody wants the credit for giving the money to the arts, here,
you have the credit. Vote today and you can have the credit for it. What we're here is to
make sure that our constituents get what we promised them that we would give, and we
promised we would come here in August, and if there was a surplus, which we have a
nearly $70 million surplus that we would go back and give our departments what they
need, and that's honesty. So let's -- they can move ahead with the motion to file. They
could even not vote, yes, on giving the money to the arts. You know what this is. You're
seeing it for yourself, so you just let the record reflect whatever it is. I'm not here to win
lose, win lose, put things in my political chest, I'm here to do what's right by the people
who voted me into office, and that's what | said that | would do. And I'm doing it."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Barrett."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Point of order, Mr. Chair, | would appreciate it if when a
Commissioner is speaking that other Commissioners didn't also speak at the time that
they are speaking. One respect is due another respect. Okay? So please, if you could
point of order when other Commissioners are speaking while Commissioners are
speaking."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Barrett, you have the floor."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I've been on this Board for
almost three years now. | am a certified county Commissioner, and no one on this
Board, not one single one of the people here or Commissioner Hall before you,
Commissioner Ivory, has ever called me about an item they put on this agenda. Not
one single time; nobody. I've had conversations with Commissioners, but no one is
called to say to me I'm putting this on the agenda, | want to talk about it with you; no
one. When | took this job, | was excited to come here and collaborate. | called
everybody about my agenda items, and soon found out that that practice was just not
what this Board did. | will say though, everybody on this Board, except you,
Commissioner Abdur-Rahman, returns my calls when | call, whether they like me or not
and | do appreciate that. So it's really disingenuous to say that it's not proper procedure
to put an agenda item on without calling everybody else on the Board. People call to
get their four votes, and that's the end of that. So let's just call it what is, it's not about
you should call in, it's not proper to put it on the agenda, it's that they don't want to
approve these dollars to be spent this way. And now I'm a, yes, for all of these things
because | was a, yes, for them when | asked for them at the time of the budget. And
anybody here who was saying that they support the arts, but now have voted no on it
multiple times, can you really say that? And the same for each of the departments that
Commissioner lvory is trying to fund. Would | have done it the way Commissioner Ivory
is choosing to do it right now, probably not. But that said, given the opportunity to
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support this, | will support it because | want these departments and these communities
to have the funds they need."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Thorne, you really want to be heard again? This is

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "No, call the question."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. The question's been called. Is there a second to call the
question?"

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Second."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Let's vote on the call of the question."
COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Is this legal by --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- just a minute. Just a minute. This is not debatable."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on call the question. And the motion passes:
four yeas, one nay."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. The motion before us is to file. Let's vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on the motion to file. And the motion passes:
four yeas, three nays."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Next item."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0645: Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton
County's current budget to increase departmental budget of the Office of the Public
Defender, Atlanta Judicial Circuit in the amount of $4,897,313."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Is there motion? Motion to approve by Commissioner Arrington.
Is there a second? Is there a second? Is there a second? Seconded by Commissioner
Barrett. All right, Commissioner lvory, you have the floor."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "I'd like to ask the County Attorney, as obviously this is going
to be a pattern for all of the four votes that come up, to please give me the basis of this
motion to file that does not exist continuing to be able to go forward when several
Commissioners have said they do not agree with that practice."

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Okay, so Robert's Rules does not require
agreement with the practice, but just a clarity as to what the motion or the action does.
If it is clear to all present that what the proposal is, and that is a practice that the Body
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engages in even if it is not codified, it is allowed to be voted on in the normal course as
other items are voted on."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "You said agreement of all, agreement of all as to what?"

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "When the proposal is perfectly clear to all present.
So it's a clarity, not an agreement. So it's an understanding as to what the intent of the
proposed action is, as opposed to a consent."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Okay. I'm sorry, repeat that again."

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "So it doesn't require agreement of all members,
but just a clarity as to what the proposal."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Okay. And how are you defining the clarity?"

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "l mean, it's not defined in Robert's Rule, but are
you clear -- | would ask each Commissioner are you clear on what this Body's practice
of utilizing a motion to file is."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "No."
COMMISSIONER IVORY: "No."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right, listen. Madam Clerk, we have used this motion to file
for how long, since when?"

CLERK GRIER: "Once | did research, | found it back as far as 1982."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "1982. This has been a motion to file. Because you do not
understand the motion to file, it does not mean it's not a proper motion. The motion is
properly before us, we've all used it, we've all voted for it in the past. Now let's move on
one way or the other. Commissioner Ivory, you still have the floor."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Chairman, thank you so much for that. | think that what we
are dealing with here is a lack of whether a practice of however many years -- a lack of
clarifying and codifying what it means. And | do not feel clear, as stated in Robert's
Rules of Order, about that, about why we're using a motion to file when we can simply
vote. If you do not like what is being proposed and a motion and a second has been
passed, then vote no Why must you send it to file when you have the ability to vote no
and it not pass? It is an avoidance of putting your vote on the record and, therefore, |
am not clear about it."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Itis a -- just a minute. What is your point of order?"

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Well, | think there is a lack of clarity about what it
means to file, even by precedent, because when the motion to file happened at the
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last meeting, there was a statement made that that meant Commissioner Ivory could
never bring it back. Well that's not a rule I've ever heard before that a single person
can't bring something back. What does that even mean? | think we need a lot of clarity
around this. So, | mean, | think it's very vague what happens after a motion to file and
we need clarity on that?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Just a minute. This is not vague. The motion on the
floor now is to approve. Motion by Commissioner Arrington; seconded by
Commissioner Barrett. Motion is to approve. Let's dispose of the motion to approve
one way or the other. Vice Chair, you want to be heard? Motion on the floor is to
approve."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: “'m going to offer a substitute motion to file."
COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Second."
COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Do you see this?"

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "And I'll just offer up another comment, too. We all
understand what this means. You've deliberately gone out of bounds and created a
circus out of it, that's fine, that's your prerogative, you want to bring it back."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "I'm the circus?"

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Yes, yes, yeah you have. Everybody understood what the
motion to file --"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "-- Vice Chair, just a minute."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "-- and that's what was made, and I'm making it again. I'm
not going to belabor the debate around this whole subject. We had a very healthy
debate about it at the last meeting."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Substitute motion to file. Commissioner Thorne, you
want to be heard?"

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "Call the question."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. The question's been called. Is there a second?"
COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Second."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Properly moved and seconded. Let's vote on the motion to call
the question."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on the motion to call the question. And the
motion passes: four yeas, two nays."
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CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Back to the main motion, which is to file."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on the motion to file. And the motion passes:
four yeas, three nays."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Next item."
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CLERK GRIER: "On page 8, 25-0646: Request approval of a Resolution to amend
Fulton County's current budget to increase the departmental budget for the Department
of Senior Services in the amount of $294,000."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Barrett; seconded
by Commissioner Arrington. What I'd like to recommend here, Commissioner Ivory, you
have the floor. Let's vote it up or vote it down. Either approve it or deny it and I'll deal
with the motion to file since there's so much confusion -- we shouldn't -- we've been
voting for this. Some of you've been here, what, six months, others have been here two
years and some time, others longer than that, but we've all voted for motions to file
before, but | will clarify this so there will be no further confusion about what a motion to
file means. So the motion before us now is to approve. Commissioner Ivory."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "I made a point of order."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes, Commissioner Arrington."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "We just had a -- y’all just voted for a motion to
file two times, so we can’t come back and say now we're going to deal with in the future
either, | mean."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "No, what | meant was I’'m going to clarify it. Some have asked
that be in writing, be codified. That's what | meant by it."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Okay. |thought you were saying that we
couldn't go forward now, because I'm getting ready to make a motion to file in a few
minutes."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Just -- Chairman, | just want to ask respectfully that this
motion keeps coming up to vote it up or down, but then you're allowing Commissioner
Ellis then to put in a motion to file before we vote for that motion up or down, and then
you're allowing a call to question on it, but then you come back to his motion to file. So
why are we not voting on this motion first before he votes to file?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "The motion to file was a substitute motion."
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COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Okay. Well then, | want to come back after his substitute
motion and to make a substitute motion before his vote."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Thorne asked to be recognized. Her motion was
to call the question that takes precedence."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Okay. Then | want to call the question on this motion right
here."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "You cannot call the question after you've talked. The first words
out of your mouth -- and then I'm going to have to have a class on this again. First
words out of your mouth --"

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Please, for everybody."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Okay. What's before us now is to approve. Commissioner
Barrett, you want to be heard on the motion to approve?"

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Yes. Call the question."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: “Madam Clerk, motion to call the question by Commissioner
Barrett; seconded by Commissioner Arrington."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on call the question. And the motion passes:
five yeas, one nay."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Back to the main motion which is to approve."

CLERK GRIER: And the vote is open on the motion to approve. And the motion fails:
three yeas, three nays, one abstention."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: All right. I'll entertain a motion to deny it, and it won't come back.
All right. Let's move on."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "I'll do a motion to deny."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right, motion to deny. Is there a second? All right. Properly
moved and seconded. Let's vote on the motion to deny. Yes, Commissioner Barrett.
The motion on the floor is to deny. Motion by Vice Chair Ellis to deny, seconded by
Commissioner Barrett. -- strike that Commissioner Thorne. Commissioner Barrett, you
have the floor."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "l just want to be really clear about what's going on here
because there's been a lot of motioning and seconding, and we don't even know what
we're talking about. We're talking about funding for aging and this Board is about to
deny funding for senior services. That's what's happening. | will never vote no on that."
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CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Anyone else want to be heard? Motion is to deny. Let's vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on the motion to deny. And the motion passes:
four yeas, three nays."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Next item."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0647: Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton
County's current budget to increase the departmental budget for the Department of
Community Development in the amount of $1 million."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Barrett; seconded
by Commissioner Arrington. Commissioner Barrett, you have the floor."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Call the question."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "The question's been called. Let's vote on the call of the question."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on call the question. And the motion passes:
four yeas, two nays, one abstention."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion on the floor is to approve."
COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "To approve what?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: The $1 million for the community develop, 0647."
COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Veterans."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Veterans.

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open to approve. And the motion fails: three yeas,
three nays, one abstention."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Is there another motion?"
VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Il offer up a motion to deny."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Motion to deny. Is there a second? All right. Properly moved and
seconded. Let's vote on the motion --"

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Can | be heard, please?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Barrett? Motion on the floor is to deny."
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COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Okay. | want to be really clear; this is a vote for funding
for veterans that this Body is making a motion to deny."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner lvory."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "We've now voted no to seniors and we're now voting no to
veterans, and we've already voted no to our no to our magistrate court and to the public
defender, and a motion to deny. Can | please have some clarity from the County
Attorney what a motion to deny means?"

Y. SOO JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Motion to deny is just an alternative way to vote
the matter up or down. It's just the flip side of the motion to approve the item."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "And will this item be able to come back on the agenda
again?"

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Based on practice, it would be treated as if it failed
because it did; it failed for lack of four votes and could come back again."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: Thank you so much. I'll bring it back again. Everybody, | will
bring it back again."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Point of order. Point of order. | want repose the question to
you, because as a practice, our motion to deny is treated differently than a failure for
something to be approved, a lack of four votes and you need to go and review our
practice on that. That doesn't mean it's not come back a second time."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Point of order, we never vote to approve and
then make a second motion to deny. I've been here 11 years, and it's usually just a
motion to approve and either it passes or it doesn't. So this is something that | have
seen for the first time, a motion to approve followed by motion to deny. This is
something | am seeing for the first time in 11 years."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "No, that's not correct."
COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "This is absolutely accurate."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "I'll clarify this."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "You were not even here when | came in in
2015."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "That's not correct."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON: “You were not present. You were not present. You
had been defeated by John Eaves."
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CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to deny."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on the motion to deny. And the motion passes:
four yeas, three nays."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Next item."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0648: Request approval of a Resolution to amend Fulton
County's current budget to increase the departmental budget for the Department of Arts
and Culture in the amount of $1,700,000."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Ivory; seconded by
Commissioner Barrett. Commissioner Thorne."

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "l just want to be clear again that | am not against seniors,
I'm not against veterans, I'm not against arts. This is $294,000 that nothing is specified.
It was just given to them. We have 300 million of unfunded things throughout the whole
County. We have departments in every single department needs more, wants more,
has to have more, and we have people dying in a jail. We need to fix our jail that needs
to be a priority. The mental health center and the jail needs to be a priority. So | don't
want to hear my fellow Commissioners putting words in my mouth, thoughts in my
mouth, so I'm speaking directly. | am not against this. It's just we don't have the money
right now. We have a surplus, but we're looking at a billion-dollar jail next year. We're
looking at raising your taxes -- she wanted to raise them this year, and she told us that
she is going to raise our taxes. That is coming, so let's spend now as much as we can
SO we can raise taxes next year. It was a full mil. It was 12.5 percent raise. We're
looking at funding a billion-dollar jail. We're looking at a debt service as probably 100
million per year. That's over a mil raise. That's 1.5 mil, but let's go ahead and spend
now because that's fiscally conservative. Look, we all are having tough times right now.

(Whereupon, outburst from audience attendee. Seniors are.)

COMMISSIONER THORNE: “Seniors definitely are, | agree. Seniors are having a
tough time. They're having a tough time staying in their homes and paying their taxes.
So let's just go ahead and give them $294,000 that we don't know what for just to give
them because we want to say we’re for seniors. We don't know what program it's going
to be for. We don't know how it's going to help them. But hey, seniors --" we're going to
raise your taxes next year."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "-- point of order, Mr. Chair."
COMMISSIONER THORNE: "-- we're going to raise your taxes next year.”

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Just a minute. Just a minute."
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COMMISSIONER THORNE: "So anyway, | know I'm getting on a tangent. | apologize
to my Commissioners, but | really resent the labeling, the false claims that are going on
by my fellow Commissioners."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Commissioner Barrett, you have the floor."
COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Call the question."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Question's been called, Madam Clerk. Is there a second?
Seconded by Commissioner Ivory on the call of the question. Let's vote on the call of
the question."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open on the call of the question. And the motion
passes: six yeas, one nay."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Item on the floor is to approve. Let's vote."

CLERK GRIER: "The vote is open to approve. And the motion fails: three yeas, three
nays, one abstention."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Next item."
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CLERK GRIER: "25-0649: Request approval of the appointment of Jason Frazier and
Julie Adams to the Board of Registration and Elections.

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Point of order, Mr. Chairman.”
CHAIRMAN PITTS: “Yes.”

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: “We were advised to have this vote after, if we're going
to have it at all, to have it after Executive Session so we can be advised by counsel."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Okay, who advised that?"
COMMISSIONER BARRETT: “The County Attorney.”
Y. SOO JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Sorry, | did not hear the question."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Madam County Attorney, | thought we were going to get
briefed in Executive Session about this particular item before we brought it to the floor,
that's what you indicated to me."

Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "l did indicate that in the e-mail that | sent to the
Board Members which provided information about the current legal posture."
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CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Commissioner Arrington, you want to be heard?"

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "I mean, | think we can benefit from having
Executive Session, but I'm ready to do a substitute motion to file right now. However,
you all want to do it."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Second that."
COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Please introduce the substitute motion."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Substitute motion to file. Yes, | am. Well that's
different from me not being in the queue."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioners, please, please. So you were advised by the
County, at least we were advised by the County Attorney -- she wants to discuss this
issue in Executive Session; is that correct?

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Yes."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Y'all let me preside, please. So if this motion passes,
we will not discuss this in Executive Session, we'll take it up now. Is that what we want?
All right, the motion on the floor is to file."

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Point of order, Chairman."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Just a minute. There's a proper motion. What's your point of
order?"

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "My point of order, if we have a Commissioner
who the County Attorney has stated that we should speak about this in Executive
Session, | would have a concern because | was not aware that this was supposed to be
an Executive Session item. But now that my colleague has brought it up as an
Executive Session item, then | think it would take precedence. So | guess | need to
hear from the County Attorney, is it an Executive Session item or is it not an Executive
Session item?"

Y. SOO JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "It is at item that the subject matter is eligible for
discussion in Executive Session, if this Board chooses to proceed with voting on an
action without electing to hear first. | have provided some legal information and adviced
previously via written communications. So it's at your pleasure whether you choose to
hear, discuss it first, or after the motion to file that’s currently before you."

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Is it an Executive Session item, Chairman, or
not? A yes or no will suffice.”

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Let me opine on this. This is a legal matter. It's currently in the
court; therefore, it's a legal matter. We typically, historically discuss legal matters in
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Executive Sessions, given that | would ask that | would ask that we not approve the
motion to file and take it up in Executive Session even though the County Attorney has
already written to us on this matter. But it is subject to, and | determine what happens in
Executive Session. So | think is more appropriate that we discuss this in Executive
Session. So the motion on the floor is to file."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "I have no objection to discussing it in Executive
Session."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "l have no objection to discussing it. I'm withdrawing my
motion."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: “And I'm withdrawing my motion.”
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Just a minute, just a minute."
COMMISSIONER IVORY: "It's like a circus in here."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Commissioner Ivory has withdrawn her second.
Commissioner Arrington?"

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "And I'll withdraw my motion for now."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. I'll entertain a motion to recess for lunch --"
COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "-- motion to recess for lunch."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Just a minute -- to go into Executive Session, where we will
discuss items of litigation, personnel, and what'’s the other one?”

COMMISSIONER IVORY: “Real estate.”
CHAIRMAN PITTS: “Madam Clerk."
CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes; five yeas, zero nays."

(Executive Session began at 12:27 p.m.)

khkkkkkhhkhhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhkhkkhkhkhkhkhhhkkkkx

(Resumed Regular Session at 1:34 p.m.)

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Without objection, we will resume the regular order of
business. Items from Executive Session, Madam County Attorney."
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Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Thank you, Mr. Chairman. |s there a motion to
approve the request for representation in items 1 through 4 of the Executive Session
agenda?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. The motion to approve by Commissioner Abdur-
Rahman, seconded by Commissioner Barrett. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes unanimously."

Y. SOO JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "Is there a motion to approve a contract for
compensation and benefit study in support of compliance with the Justice Department
Consent Decree, the jail Consent decree, with Segal for an amount of $90,000?"

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Motion to approve by Commissioner Arrington,
seconded by Commissioner Abdur-Rahman. Please vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes unanimously."
Y. SO0 JO, COUNTY ATTORNEY: "No further action items."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right, next item."

dhkkhkhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhddhhhhdhhhhhdhdhhhhhhrhdhhhdhhhhhhhdhhdhhhrhhdhhdhhdhhdhdhdhddrhrrhrhhhrisrs

CLERK GRIER: "Back on page 8, 25-0649, Request approval of the appointment of
Jason Frazier and Julie Adams for the Board of Registration and Elections sponsored
by Commissioners Thorne and Ellis."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Okay. This has been a subject of quite a bit of conversation,
some factual, some not factual. But what I've done is taken the time to review the
Judge's orders and in some detail and watched the news coverage, watched the -- three
times as a matter of fact, the FGTV's coverage of our last meeting. And what I've
concluded though is that, the first and foremost, | think we all agree that we're a nation
of laws. But we're at a moment in history, in which even the President of United States
himself has set the tone that if a Judge or if a court issues a ruling that he disagrees
with, he just ignores it, and does what he wants to do. And | think a lot of what's being
done now is coming about as a result of what's happening in Washington. And | agree
with some statements that have been made that no one can tell me how to vote. | make
my own decisions, | do my research and use my best judgment in terms of what |
believe is in the best interest of the people of Fulton County. But in our society, we
resolve disagreements like this in a court of law and not in the court of public opinion.
And while this case is on appeal, we as a board have some decisions to make, and I'm
hopeful, hopefully we'll make them today. In my analysis, I've concluded that we have
three options today, three choices. One is to table the matter, which means, do nothing
and let it play out with respect to what they, whatever the court is going to rule. Number
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two, we can approve it, the nominations, which is not be a good thing to do for the
taxpayers of the county, or we can deny. And if we deny, | think the clock will continue
to run from a financial point of view. | would also say that it just appears to me that the
prudent approach is to table it to a time or date certain. And if there's any confusion
about what that motion means, I'll be happy to explain it versus laying on the table,
tabling it to a -- to a time certain in the future. And the other point I'd like to make today
is for the public to understand is that there are two names before us that we've rejected
in the past, and | voted to reject them in the past. So we are stuck. We are stuck with
Julie Adams, | don't think there can be any disagreement about that, until such time as
the Republican Party, even though her term has expired, she's going to be on that board
until such time that she is replaced. So that means then this is really about Jason
Frazier. And while this is on appeal, we don't know how long it's going to take. I've
been told from the Judges that I've talked with, and our County Attorney and our outside
counsel, it could take a month or two months, whatever the -- or even three months,
whatever the case may be. On top of this, | would say that the -- and | just received,
according to what I've just been told that several State Legislators have written to us,
not the ones who are here today, but others, and sent a copy of the letter that the
President Pro-Tem Jan Jones sent us all last year, expressing her displeasure with how
we're handling this. And she is adamant that she is going to introduce legislation,
probably at the beginning of the session, if not pre-file legislation that will make it crystal
clear that County Commissions have no role whatsoever in appointing people to Boards
of Registration and Election, as an example of the way it's handled, handled in Gwinnett
County. And it's my understanding that that will be a -- from her, that this will be a
statewide Bill, which means that as long as they're in the majority, I'm not sure that we,
the Democrats, will be able to stop it. The other thing I'd say is that worst-case scenario
if Frazier and Adams are approved today, and | don't think they will be, but what does it
really mean? If they're on that board, it's five-member board, two members appointed
by the Republican Party, two members appointed by the Democratic Party, the Chair,
who is a Democrat, appointed by this Body. So the practical reality of that is yet, no
matter how, what kind of chaos, confusion that Adams and Frazier can cause, when it
comes down to i, it'll come before that BRE. They'll be three Democrats and two
Republicans. So theoretically, they won't be able to do -- to do a lot. So from my
perspective, given the cost to taxpayers, and it's pretty -- well, | wouldn't say it's limited,
probably we -- and we owe probably our outside counsel now, based upon the fees that
we have agreed with him, probably 30, $40,000. Republican Party, we're paying their
bills, probably upwards of 200,000-plus, and that will continue to grow. But if we -- it just
seems to me, though that the prudent thing to do is to let it play out before the Appellate
Court. And we seem to be pretty firm in our belief that we'll prevail. And | have to trust
what our County Attorney, what our outside counsel is saying, so I'm open. But that's --
that's how | see it at this point in time. And I'll be waiting to see what the rest of you
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have to say. Commissioner Thorne, Commissioner Arrington, Commissioner lvory,
Commissioner Barrett."

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "l look at this as a cost and a benefit. We're costing the
taxpayer dollars, like you said, Chairman, to have two members who are going to be in
a minority on a board. They're never probably going to be able to pass anything. So
what's the benefit we're getting by blocking them? What's the cost? What's the court
cost that we have to incur, paying our Attorneys, paying their Attorneys, and then the
Judge. The Judge found us in contempt and ordered us $10,000 a day, granted we got
the supersedeas, so the clock is stopped on that. But the minutes it's heard in the
Appellate Court that clocks starts immediately. And he had to grant it, it wasn't like we
won anything. He was forced to grant it. But he put a special footnote in the
supersedeas saying, notwithstanding the lack of authority, some on the County
Commission publicly slated the position in their press conference that will do exactly
that by choosing to ignore the plain language of the legislation passed by the General
Assembly. This was shown in a video recording plaintiff introduced during the contempt
hearing. We haven't made friends with the Judge. If it comes back to him, it's going to
cost us probably a lot of money. The Republican Party asked for $1,000 a day penalty.
The Judge went ahead and said, nope, $10,000 a day penalty. We have not tried to get
on his good side. And | wanted to address some of the hypocrisy that's been going on
here. You say we can't tell us how to vote, but yet, Julie Adams on the board was told
how to vote. She was told she had to certify, even though she wasn't getting the lawful
documents, she needed to certify, the lawful documents to have the numbered voters
list, to make sure that the people who voted equaled the number of ballots cast, and
that nobody voted twice. You had to have that numbered voter list with individual
numbers. The hypocrisy is saying how the Republicans are weaponizing the courts.
Well, we're weaponizing the courts too. We're weaponizing to sue the State Board of
Elections to block subpoenas. But yet we say we're transparent, we want fair and
transparent elections, but don't look here, don't show us that. The hypocrisy of wasting
money on Julie Adams had these lawsuits, which it is one lawsuit. But somebody on
this Commission keeps saying, multiple lawsuits, and that is getting out into the
misinformation. It was one lawsuit that she had because she did not get those
documents she needed for certification. It was one lawsuit. It cost us over $243,000 to
defend that one lawsuit. How much is it going to continue to cost us to defend this one
lawsuit? Oh, and then we had the former Chair, the Fair Fight Chair, you want
somebody neutral? So let's put the Chair the Board of Elections to be a Fair Fight
activist, lobbyist. She said she got a -- she got along very well with the previous Board
of Election members, Dr. Ruth and Doctor -- and Mr. Wingate. But did you know they
didn't certify the 2020 election? | guess they're election deniers, because they didn't
certify. You know why they didn't certify? Because we admitted that we didn't do
signature verification for 147,000 ballots to see if they're valid. But that's okay, just trust

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING

VERBATIM MINUTES 0



us, all 147,000 were good. No, they did not certify the 2020 election because of that
and some other improprieties that they saw and they knew had happened. And in good
faith, cannot say that that election numbers were true and accurate. There is
misinformation about Julie saying how you must trust us. I'm giving you all the
documents that you need. Well, go watch a Board of Elections meeting and see. You
get all the documents spilled out on the table. You can't copy, you can't sort, you can
take them home, you can't read them. You can only look at them while they're on this
table. You can only look at the laptop and scroll through. And it's not even the final
documents a lot of time, it's the raw data that they give them. And then they say, okay,
trust us and certify. So there's two sides here. Two sides. There's the one side that
says, hey, we want to trust you just be transparent, and let's see the documents. Let us
monitor the elections. Then there's the other side, he said, no, trust us. You're bad if
you try to look at anything, you're denying the -- you're election denier if you try to look
at something, you're bad if you try to check us. Clean the voter rolls. We want clean
voter rolls. No, don't clean the voter rolls. How dare you, might mess up and remove
somebody that shouldn't be on there. There's two sides. And just like this Judge, we
came, the Republican Party thought that we shall appoint the Democrat Party said, no,
we have discretionary about it. So we took it to a Judge, and we let the Judge decide.
Well, it didn't go our way, so let's do everything we can to make sure it goes our way.
We're not going to listen to the Judge. We're not going to listen to his order because we
don't like it. Isn't that what they accused the Republicans are doing? Isn't that what
they accuse Trump of doing? We have to listen. We have to listen across the aisle.
We have to talk. We have to talk it through. Because quite honestly, you guys say, oh
yeah, the Republican Party can just appoint two new members. Well, the Republican
Party is training with the Election Integrity Network, the entire party. So anybody who
goes on the board will probably have some affiliation with the Election Integrity Network.
What is Election Integrity Network? It's exactly that, it tries to implement processes that
are secure to make sure your vote, when it leaves early voting, and it gets to our
warehouse and it gets tabulated that it is one vote per person, that when it gets to
tabulation, it is tabulated fairly. It isn't skipped because we've forgotten to upload results
and had to recertify about three times. So we double counted votes accidentally. We
double counted absentee ballots, over 3000 of them accidentally. Clearly, we need new
systems. We need new processes, and the two sides need to be working together, not
just yelling at each other, not just calling names. So many emails, | mean, they were cut
and paste from the Fair Fight Website, you know, election denier, remove voter roll
challenges. Oh, it's too many of them. He's illegal. He's doing something illegal.
There's just so much misinformation out there. And | honestly love to have
conversations. And | wrote many of you back saying, love to have -- talk about it. This
is my side. Do you understand my side? | actually started elections getting involved,
because my first election | worked, people were coming in and they weren't on the voter
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rolls to vote, and we had to park them on a bench. We had people lined up, and it
would take us 20 to 30 minutes to get down -- hold of Downtown to verify if we could let
them vote because we couldn't find their name anywhere. And I'm like, this should not
be, it shouldn't be this hard to vote. You shouldn't have to take 20 or 30 minutes. I'm a
computer person, that data should be readily available and uploaded. So | made it my
mission that | was going to make it better working elections, and that's what | did for
nine years. But the minute | question a process, you're done, you're out of here, you're
going against us because you questioned something, now you're election denier. So
really, quite honestly, | wish we'd move forward. We're going to get legislation coming
through that's going to make us put -- it's going to make us put Julie and Jason on the
board. We're not going to have that control anymore, so we can fight it and we can
spend money. But just remember, it's your taxpayer dollars we're spending with every
fight that we put up, and in the end, Jason and Julie will be put on that board. Thank
you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Arrington."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Thank you, Mr. Chair. | don't know whether to
laugh or cry. People are acting as if this is something new. Fulton County did not
create the nominations and appointment process. Nominations and appointments have
been going on throughout the history of this country. One of the first cases we learned
as a law student is Marbury versus Madison, 1803, which dealt with the nomination of
Madison as a Chief Justice. The nominations and appointment process is even written
into the U.S. Constitution, the Georgia Constitution, and also our Fulton County code.
The Supreme Court told us and Marbury versus Madison in 1803, 222 years ago, that
nomination is not appointment. A nomination is a recommendation, it is a suggestion.
And what happens if the nomination does not get the required number of votes for the
government to act, it's called a failed nomination. This is not something new. These
nominations have failed. And the history and practice of our country for over 222 years
is that when a nomination fails, someone makes an alternate nomination, and the
alternate nomination gets a vote. So why are we acting like this is something new. Why
are we acting like Fulton County did something wrong. It's not our fault that their
nominees didn't get the required number of votes for Fulton County Government to act.
Georgia law is the same, the Georgia Constitution allows the Governor to nominate, but
the Senate votes to confirm. And if a nominee is not reject -- is not -- if a nominee is
rejected under the Georgia Constitution, they cannot be resubmitted for another year.
Here in Fulton County, our own code says, Section 1-73(d) that for members of the
Board of Commissioners shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but
the affirmative vote of at least four Commissioners shall, they like that word, they like
that word shall. Shall be required for the Board of Commissioners to take official action.
Well, let's look at what happened. The nominees did not get four affirmative votes.
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Since there were -- the nominees failed to get four affirmative votes, Fulton County was
unable to act. You see, no action in this county, not a budget item, not an agenda item,
not a widget, not the jail, not the courts, nothing takes place unless there are four
affirmative votes. That is also the reason why these two nominees -- nominations failed.
They failed to get four affirmative votes. That's not contempt. That's not illegal or
wrong. So they want -- imagine this, they want to blame Fulton County for their failed
nominees. If you -- what typically happens, people don't even make nominations that
they know aren't going to get appointed. It's so routine. The law is so settled in this
country. The law surrounding nominations and appointments is so settled in this country
for the last 220 years that people don't even make nominations that they know will not
get appointed because they don't want their nominations to fail. That's what reasonable
people do. Reasonable people then make an alternate or substitute nomination. It is
impossible for the county to act, and if -- because these nominations failed, and since
these nominations failed, there's no way that the county can be in contempt. It's
impossible. The county can't take action unless they're four affirmative votes. There
were not four affirmative votes, so the county could not act. So it's impossible for the
county to be in contempt. And even if it is contempt, it's not willful content because
there was a vote. The county didn't fail, their nominees failed. So instead of accepting
that their nominees failed -- mind you, one of these nominees was nominated a couple
years ago, and his nomination failed at that time. And what they do, they went and got,
they made an alternate nomination. That's what -- that's what you do in America.

That's the way the American democracy is run for over 222 years, since Marbury versus
Madison. Since 1803 that is the way that nomination and appointment process has
worked in this country. Anybody remember Neil Borg who got nominated? His
nomination failed. His nomination failed. So let's be clear, when the votes aren't there,
the nomination fails. That is not dysfunction. That is democracy. And no lawsuit, no
contempt order, or no shifting of the goals, right? | mean, that's what this is. This is --
this is moving the goal post. Our nominee didn't get appointed, now we're going to go
change the rules. We're going to go to the state and change the rules. How about
make a better nomination? How about make a better nomination? How about follow
222 years of American jurisprudence? How about follow 222 years of American
jurisprudence? Make a substantive substitute or alternate nomination. And guess
what? The legislature knew. The legislature knew when they drafted this law that it was
going to be subject to a vote of the Commissioners. The legislature knew when they
made this law that four affirmative votes would be required for the appointment of a
nomination. The legislature knew that when they drafted this law. Why are we trying to
act like this is something new? Why are we trying to act like this is something that has
never been seen before? This is not unprecedented. This is someone -- this is a full-
frontal attack on the foundation of democracy, on the foundation of American
jurisprudence. And instead of going with the rules that they established, instead of

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING

VERBATIM MINUTES >



going with the rules that they established, they now want to try to come hold somebody
in contempt because their nominees failed to get the required number of votes that are
necessary to be appointed. The language that says shall means that the governing
authority is the appointing authority. The Fulton County governing authority shall
appoint. That means that we are the appointing authority, that's what that means. And
then it goes on to say, from nominations from, nominations, with an S at the end. It
does not say from the governing authority shall appoint any nomination from the party.
It does not say the governing authority shall appoint every nomination from either party.
It says from nominations, with an S at the end. That implies that there will be multiple
nominations if one of the nominations fails. In this case, both nominations have failed."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Yes, sir. I'm almost done. I'm almost done.
This is America. This is an attack, again, of 222 years of jurisprudence. But not only is
this America, this is Fulton County. This is Atlanta, Georgia. This is the home of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. And no one, no one on God's green earth can tell me how to
vote, no one. Now, the voters can vote me out. But no one is going to tell me how to
vote. I'm going to vote my conscience. | have a First Amendment right to freedom of
speech. And the Judge acknowledges that he can't tell us how to vote. But then says,
hey, Fulton County is in contempt. If you can't tell us how to vote, we took a vote, the
nominations failed. There is a legal term, it's a -- called a failed nomination. This is not
something new. So nominations may come from wherever they want to nominate, from
any outside group. But appointments, appointments shall, shall be made by the Fulton
County governing authority, which is this Board of Commissioners."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner, thank you."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "And appointments belong to the people and
their representatives. Thank you, Mr. Chair. And this is a issue of most importance.
And | got -- came here today against doctor's orders to be here to say this. So thank
you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Ivory."

COMMISSIONER IVORY: "Thank you so much, Mr. Chairman. And Commissioner
Arrington, thank you for your passionate thoughts. The right to vote is the cornerstone
of our democracy, and those who oversee elections must be fully independent and
accountable. We know why this is happening. We know there is an election, very
important election coming up in 2026, and folks are preparing for that, starting with the
largest county in Georgia, where a lot of votes turn out from. It's not hard to figure out
what's going on. It's actually pretty simple, because we've seen it before. When
someone shows you who they are, believe them the first time, the second time, the third
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time, the fourth time. The second time they become President, just believe they'll do
exactly what they said they would do, because they are. Bye-bye SNAP benefits, bye-
bye Medicaid, bye-bye individual states being able and cities to decide how they police
their cities. And bye-bye to the Voting Rights Act, because that's what this is about. You
can say it's masked in the two names, but it is such a bigger plan. Anybody who is
concerned about their vote, whether you are going to vote or you are going to be voted
upon. And voted upon because you want to put yourself out there for elected office.
This is for you. You should be up in arms right now. You should be concerned about
what's going to happen when everybody gets in the voting booth in '26, because it's
being worked on right now in front of your face. When someone shows you who they
are, believe them. Our residents deserve appointees who are unquestionably
committed to fairness, transparency, and ethical standards in election administration. It
is almost comical to say that this money that is being spent is because of us prolonging
a process. This money could stop being spent right now if we were presented with
some credible nominees. This is not about personality or politics, it's about ensuring
that the Board of Registrations and Elections is held to the highest level of
accountability. I'll continue to push for a board, a Board of Registration Elections that is
representative, ethical and accountable to the people, because the stakes, the stakes,
our democracy and the voices of our residents, are simply too high. Let us stay the
course to make sure that we can provide an Elections Board that runs a fair,
independent, accountable and transparent elections in Fulton County. Thank you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Commissioner Barrett."

COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "Mr. Chairman. First, | want to say | appreciate your
comment about the most prudent path right now would be to let the appeals process
play out. | will support a motion to table, but if we are going to take it to an actual vote,
my vote will remain a no on Election deniers. | have the right to my vote. Now, | want to
respond also to Commissioner Thorne, who talked about the cost to taxpayers and her -
- and makes the allegation that Adams and Frazier, should they be appointed, won't
have any real power, because it's a three-to-two majority, with our Chair being a
Democrat. But if they won't have any real power, why is the Republican Party so
insistent that it be these two people? Why not just send us two other nominees?
They're not going to have real power anyway. But that's not the truth of it. We saw
what a disruptor Julie Adams was in the previous two years. Cathy Woolard came here
and told us about it. We saw it all over the news. You can read about all of the
disruptions she caused on that board. And you want to talk about the cost. If the
Republicans care so much about saving the taxpayer money, they can end this right
now by giving us two new nominees to choose from. So I'll ask real plainly, give us two
nominees to choose from, and then we will put them in if they are reasonable and they
meet the criteria. In the meantime, | very much agree that we should let the process
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play out in the appeals courts. So | will make a motion to table until the Court of
Appeals --"

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "Second."
COMMISSIONER BARRETT: "-- process runs its course."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Seconded by Abdur-Rahman."

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "I'm waiting for it to be changed now. Thank
you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "You still have the floor. You finished? Commissioner Abdur-
Rahman."

COMMISSIONER ABDUR-RAHMAN: "I'll be brief in my comments, Chairman. What |
want to speak to today is not the Republican Party, because, see, I'm not a Republican,
even though there are those that would like to present and say | am, | am not. I'm a
Democrat. However, | would be remiss if | didn't say on Friday, Fair Fight sent out a text
message, an email to the entire community, and had no one's name on it, but mine,
even though you have five Democratic Commissioners here. So democracy, you either
want it or you don't want it. Because see, Republicans are not my problem. Policy, and
those that want things to always go their way when it benefits them, is my problem. At
the end of the day, I'm going to vote my conscience. But we had a Commissioner today
to sit here and blatantly lie on me and say, | don't return -- I've never returned her call. |
will return your call when you call me, but I'm not going to chase you down for your
benefit. You see, communication is a two-way street. There's not a party that | want to
go bad to, that's not a group that | want to be a part of, bad enough to compromise my
integrity and morals. | vote policy. | vote issue. Sometimes it may be something that
you don't like. Sometimes it may be something that you do like. But at the end of the
day, you can't bully me, because at the end of the day, the Republicans are not my
problem. The Republicans did not to take me to court when | won my seat by 80
percent. The Republicans was not the ones that dumped almost a million dollars in a
campaign to unseat me, which was unsuccessful, by the way. | believe that | have been
sent here to vote my conscience. Can | be swayed? Probably could. But the best idea
starts with having a conversation with your colleague. Whether | like any of my
colleagues down here on this side or that side, | respect all of them. And | respect their
passion and belief to do what they deem is correct. But in politics, there is no
permanent friends. There is no permanent enemies. There are only permanent
solutions. At the end of the day, you have to let democracy play out. Democracy can't
be a thing that you interchangeably use like a hat to take on and off when you don't like
the person. | am not going to bend to threats, which I've been threatened. No big deal,
it won't be the first time Commissioner Khadijah has been threatened. And | won't bend

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING
VERBATIM MINUTES

54



to what somebody seems to be, well, you need to get in line. I'm not a get-in-line
person. What | am is a person with integrity. What | am is a person that works for the
people. And what | am is a person that believes even on the worst day, democracy will
always win. What is right and what is supposed to happen, will always win. | have to
play my part. And so in saying that, | will agree to table this with my fellow
Commissioner, because | believe that this is something that we are going to have to
watch to play out. But | will say this in closing, the amount of energy that we have about
these BRE appointments, can we get that same energy about all the people that died in
the jail? Can we get that same energy about this ever-increasing homeless population
that we have in Atlanta? Can we get that same energy about our seniors that are being
displaced every day? Don't pick and choose because it's going give you airtime. Thank
you, Chairman."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Vice Chair, just one moment. On that motion to -- to
table, now, let's be real clear on that motion. It's not laying on the table. Thisis a
motion to table until the Appellate Court rules, that needs to be in there, the time certain.
You got it? Okay. Vice Chair Ellis."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "So we're clear on this motion?"
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Sir?"
VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "So we're clear on this motion?"
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Yes."

VICE CHAIRMAN ELLIS: "Clear on the motion that you have made? Yes? Okay, all
right. Well, I'll be brief, too. I'll attempt to be brief. What's been said, three years ago, |
kind of, you know, stood out and staked my position on this. And I'm going to be clear
on this again, and that's that the law, as | read it, and as the Judge has interpreted it and
ruled on it was that we had an obligation to review the criteria of the people, you know,
that were put up for nomination. They're very specific cafeteria. And if those were met,
then we had an obligation to ratify those. And up until that point in time that had been
our practice. And | believe, if I'm not mistaken, in the prior portions of time, these were
even on our consent agenda. You know, a lot's been said. But imagine this,
Republicans and Democrats disagree on things, including election policy. No surprise.
We've known this for a long time. And | believe the law as it was written, was
constructed to recognize that, that both parties were going to be giving two
representatives as long as they've met those specific criteria that were laid out in the
law, that would serve and represent their interests on this Board of Elections. And then
there would be a fifth nominee who would chair it, who was brought forth by this Body
and approved by this Body that we could vote up or down based upon what we felt like
their characteristics were, and you know, their opinions were on issues, et cetera. And |
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believe the law was written as it was intended and is interpreted by the Judge. And that
was my opinion then, and that was my opinion now, and it's being -- been reinforced by
this court ruling. So | will continue to stand by that, and given the opportunity to ratify
these appointments today, | will vote to approve."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Commissioner Thorne."

COMMISSIONER THORNE: "l just wanted to correct some things for the record,
because it was spoke that Jason Frazier was nominated two years ago in 2023, and we
did not approve him then. And the Fulton County Republican Party took us to court, the
court delayed, delayed, delayed. Instead of waiting for the inevitable court hearing,
wherever that might be, they had put Mark Wingate to serve as the board member on
Registration Elections. He had health issues, he could not continue to serve. So they
pulled Jason's nomination. That was the reason they pulled it. They didn't want to fight
the lengthy court battle. It was going to be very costly for them. They pulled them and
put Julie, nominated her, and we approved that nomination. So it wasn't that they
wanted to pull him, they didn't have the means to fight the fight. Now they have the
National, Republican National Committee is paying, so they're ready to fight all the way
down the appeal process, all the way we want to go. They'll fight hundreds of
thousands of dollars we can spend as a county. And it was disappointing to see that
Commissioners were fundraising off of this controversy. | feel like it's a fake
controversy, just trying to drum up a fake thing that these people are somehow going to
bye-bye to your Voting Rights Act. You're not going to be able to vote anymore. It's so
ridiculous. If Jason and Julie did anything that was illegal or harmful or falsely removed
in me, I'd be the first person to correct them, and they would take that correction.
Nobody wants to deny anybody's vote. We're all up here. We all want fair,
independent, accountable, and transparent election. That's what was stated that you
guys want. Republican Party wants the exact same thing. But let's talk about fair. Is it
fair when the Republicans turn a list of voters in, like they do every year, and then all of
a sudden, they're like, no, we're not going to hire anybody off your list, because the
Democrats didn't turn a list in, and so we only have to hire an equal number. So we're
going to -- Democrats didn't turn a list in, so we don't have to hire zero from your list.
And then all of a sudden, the laws get reinterpreted like you can't watch multiple polls
anymore because there's language in the law that says you can only print a badge, one
badge, and on that badge, it can only be one precinct. So we're going to interpret it that
way, because we don't want you to be able to go and look at multiple precincts, poll
watchers. You see, poll watchers were outlawed because of consent decree back in
1970-something, the RNC agreed not to have poll watchers. So Republican Party had
zero poll watchers until the Judge actually died, and the decree after 30 years didn't get
renewed. So 2018 was the first year that the Republicans got to have poll watchers.
And all of a sudden, the Democrats come out and say, oh no, poll watchers are evil.
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They're election deniers. They're going to block your votes, all these things. So 2020
was the first Presidential Election that Republicans actually had poll watchers. And for
me, it's about being transparent, it's about show us if someone running your election,
they are the Superintendent of Elections. If they want to look at ballot recap sheets, let
them look at ballot recap sheets. Don't try to charge them $25 for a piece of paper and
make them do an open records request, because that's what's happening right now.
Oh, you want a copy of a tape coming from machine, that's $75. | think voter records
people are getting charge 400 and some dollars to look at voter rolls every month, every
month. You say, well, it could end right now if you just put two more nominees up.
Essentially, if the roles were reversed and there were five Republicans and two
Democrats on this board, would you want the Republicans blocking your nominees?
You have to think about it. That's why the state is going to try to come up with a fair
method because partisan Commissioners shouldn't be determining who a partisan party
wants to represent them on the board. They vote, the party votes for those two
nominees, and those are the two they selected, and they should have the right to have
the people they represented. We shouldn't be up here saying, oh no, they need to be
no more neutral. They're going to cause chaos and havoc. I've been down there, I've
watched. I'd go down to the warehouse. | didn't make it this last Election Day, but I'm
down there pretty much every day to watch. | would just ask the simple question while
I'm sitting there waiting for results to come in, oh, who's the new guy working in
tabulation? And I'm told, no, you don't have the right to know, we're not going to tell
you, to a sitting Commissioner. We're not going to be transparent. We want to -- we
don't want to tell you who works. If anything, this fight to keep Jason and Julie off the
board has only strengthened the fight of the Republican Party, because you must have
something to hide if you don't want these two on there. We could have two new
nominees and end it now. Note, the two new nominees are going to be just like Jason
and Julie, because now we have poll watchers, and they've gone through poll watcher
training. They've gone through poll watcher training, probably with the Election Integrity
Network. They look at things across the state. They look across -- the best practices all
across the United States and try to implement those procedures here and legislate them
and make it better. They're not trying to prohibit, they're not trying to take away your
right to vote. They're just trying to make it fair. And there's two sides, in each side you
can have your Fair Fight people, let the Republicans have their EIN people, they're
polar opposites. But they all want fair, independent -- independent, accountable,
transparent elections. So let's try to agree. Let's talk. How can we do that? How can
we achieve it so that both sides are happy and both sides are even? And if that will be
my main mission, I'm going to continue to try, try to talk across the aisle. How do you
disagree with me? What can be better? I'm going to reach out to all these Democrat
representatives, and try to meet with them individually to see how we can find common
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ground because division is not good for us, it's not good for the county. So hopefully,
we can agree and move forward with better elections than ever. Thank you."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you. Commissioner Arrington."

COMMISSIONER ARRINGTON, JR.: "Just a few brief points, Mr. Chair. Under the
current law, even our own nomination for Chair is subject to getting four affirmative
votes. So ask yourself, would we be in contempt if one of our own nominees didn't get
four votes? Would we be fined if this Board nominated someone for Chair, and that
person didn't actually get four affirmative votes? See, that's how you know the process
is fair, right, or unfair. Because now, someone is trying to hold us in contempt and fine
the taxpayers of Fulton County because they're nominee failed to get four votes. Let
me just talk briefly about this BRE and the votes and the certification. The BRE is not
just the BRE, they are also the superintendent of elections. And they also serve as the
registrar. And as the superintendent and the registrar, those duties of the BRE are what
are called ministerial duties. They are to be performed without discretion. This Board of
Commissioners does not have any ministerial duties. Every vote that we take is
discretionary, and so that is the difference. You see, what they're trying to do, they're try
-- they're conflating the issues, they're conflating. Oh, well, our board, when she was
over here and she voted on this board she was told she had to certify. Yeah, because
the BRE also serves as the superintendent of elections. And the job of the
superintendent of elections is a ministerial duty. There's no discretion in that job. They
also serve as the registrar, the registrar also has a ministerial duties. And so those
duties are to be performed without discretion. As Commissioners, every vote that we
have is discretionary. And perhaps, perhaps, there could be two readings of the statute,
but that's why we have 222 years of American jurisprudence to lean on. We have 222
years of case law from the United States Supreme Court to lean on. We have 222
years of practice, policy, and procedure. We were just talking about that earlier on a
motion to file. Oh, well, that's been our practice. Well, guess what else has been our
practice? For 222 years, if a nomination fails for any reason, not getting enough votes,
someone resigns, the nomination fails for any reason. The appropriate, normal remedy
is making a substitute or alternate nomination. And so I'll leave it there. | don't know if |
-- I guess | could live with the motion to table, but | really would rather vote on the
people. That's what | would rather do. So but I, you know, I'll -- you know, we can table
it if that's what y'all want to do. | want to vote on them. And | think my interpretation is
that we -- we do need to have a vote, but | guess even a vote to table is still a vote. But
all -- all the court can do is make us vote. The court -- no party, not -- we can't even --
we can't even make sure that anyone that we would nominate to be for Chair, would get
four votes. There's no agenda item where we know that there's going to be four votes
when we walk in here. Four votes is not promised to anyone. It's not a promise to any
agenda items. The only thing this county can do is put it up for vote and take action.

SEPTEMBER 3, 2025 FIRST REGULAR MEETING

VERBATIM MINUTES o



So I'm ready to take that action. | wish it was not a vote, a motion to table, but that's
what is. So | guess I'll support it."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "All right. Thank you, Commissioner. Let me make sure
everybody understands the motion on the floor, what we mean by a motion to table until
the appellate court rules, that's the complete motion. All right. That motion is on the
floor to approve. Let's vote."

CLERK GRIER: "And the vote is open. And the motion passes; five yeas, two nays."

CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you, Commissioners. Any other matters that come before
us today?"

CLERK GRIER: "No further matters."
CHAIRMAN PITTS: "Thank you."

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:32 p.m.
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